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What started as a congregation of 5 devotees seven years ago, slowly expanded as the desire to
hear about Krishna and His teachings through the Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagvatam, spread
like a wildfire. After years of assembling at various devotees' homes, by the mercy of Krishna and
Vaishnavas, we found a humble abode, to serve the deities and teach the Vedic culture to everyone.
Late September 2019, the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin opened at 1003 Adventure Lane, Austin,
TX. With programs like Sunday School for age groups 5-18, yoga classes and Sunday feast, the
center caters to close to 70 devotees every week. Come experience the eternal joy of bhakti with
us!
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Srila Prabhupada Uvaca

श्रीनारद उवाच
भि�तयोग�य त�सव�म�तरायतयाभ�क: ।

म�यमानो हृषीकेशं �मयमान उवाच ह ॥ १ ॥

śrī-nārada uvāca
bhakti-yogasya tat sarvam

antarāyatayārbhakaḥ
manyamāno hṛṣīkeśaṁ
smayamāna uvāca ha

TRANSLATION: The saint Nārada Muni continued: Although Prahlāda Mahārāja was only a boy,
when he heard the benedictions offered by Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva he considered them
impediments on the path of devotional service. Thus he smiled very mildly and spoke as
follows.

PURPORT: Material achievements are not the ultimate goal of devotional service. The ultimate
goal of devotional service is love of Godhead. Therefore although Prahlāda Mahārāja, Dhruva
Mahārāja, Ambarīṣa Mahārāja, Yudhiṣṭhira Mahārāja and many devotee kings were materially
very opulent, they accepted their material opulence in the service of the Lord, not for their
personal sense gratification. Of course, possessing material opulence is always fearful because
under the influence of material opulence one may be misdirected from devotional service.
Nonetheless, a pure devotee (anyābhilāṣitā-śūnyam) is never misdirected by material
opulence. On the contrary, whatever he possesses he engages one hundred percent in the
service of the Lord. When one is allured by material possessions, they are considered to be
given by māyā, but when one uses material possessions fully for service, they are considered
God’s gifts, or facilities offered by Kṛṣṇa for enhancing one’s devotional service.
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Ponderings of a Bhakta

नान्यथा तेऽिखलगुरो घटेत करुणात्मन: ।
यस्त आिशष आशा�ते न स भृ�य: स वै विणक् ॥ ४ ॥

nānyathā te ’khila-guro
ghaṭeta karuṇātmanaḥ

yas ta āśiṣa āśāste
na sa bhṛtyaḥ sa vai vaṇik

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 7 Chapter 10, Text 4

TRANSLATION: Otherwise, O my Lord, O supreme instructor of the entire world, You are so
kind to Your devotee that You could not induce him to do something unbeneficial for him. On
the other hand, one who desires some material benefit in exchange for devotional service
cannot be Your pure devotee. Indeed, he is no better than a merchant who wants profit in
exchange for service.

This verse is spoken by Prahlada Maharaja to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who was
present before him in the form of Lord Narsimha Deva. Lord Narasimha Deva had just killed
Hiranyakashipu and was in a very angry mood. None of the demigods present including Lord
Brahma could pacify him. At that moment Lord Brahma requested Prahlada Maharaja to
approach the Narasimha deva and try to pacify him. In Chapter 9 of Canto 7 Prahlada Maharaja
offers wonderful prayers to Lord Narasimha. The most important gist of those prayers is that
Prahlada Maharaja expresses his desire to be a servant of the servant of the Lord. The same
thing Chaitanya Mahaprabhu teaches us as well

nāhaṁ vipro na ca nara-patir nāpi vaiśyo na śūdro
nāhaṁ varṇī na ca gṛha-patir no vanastho yatir vā
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kintu prodyan-nikhila-paramānanda-pūrnāmṛtābdher
gopī-bhartuḥ pada-kamalayor dāsa-dāsānudāsaḥ

Translation: “ ‘I am not a brāhmaṇa, I am not a kṣatriya, I am not a vaiśya or a śūdra. Nor am I
a brahmacārī, a householder, a vānaprastha or a sannyāsī. I identify Myself only as the servant
of the servant of the servant of the lotus feet of Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the maintainer of the gopīs. He
is like an ocean of nectar, and He is the cause of universal transcendental bliss. He is always
existing with brilliance.’ ”

Pleased by the prayers offered by Prahlada Maharaja, the Lord offered him an opportunity to
ask any benediction of his choice. Just imagine, the proprietor of the entire existence giving you
an opportunity to ask for whatever you want. All around the world you will see materialistic
people going to so many temples with a desire to achieve different kinds of material gains.
There are different demigods giving different kinds of benedictions. When their material
desire is fulfilled these people are happy and then tell others, I went to so and so temple and
my wish was fulfilled. This is then followed by other similar materialistic men reaching out
with their own material desires. Within a short period of time, the place of worship becomes a
place of business. You have to pay the priests to get close to the deities to offer detailed pooja,
you have to pay for special vip passes so that you don’t have to stand in line, when you get to
the dome where the deity is you can hardly see the deity for a few seconds, before you are
forced to move on by the volunteers. The whole experience is so harrowing that instead of
mental peace one should experience when one offers prayers, we experience anything but
peace. As Prahlada Maharaja rightly said in this text that it is a mercantile practice. When one
desire is fulfilled it is replaced by another desire and this cycle never ends.

Prahlada Maharaja is appealing to us directly to guard from this type of worship. Through his
example he is telling us that being a servant of the servant of the Lord is the actual
benediction. This process systemically uproots the material desires in the devotee's heart when
one serves a Guru, another devotee and learns the science of Devotional service. And then you
get the ultimate destination of returning back to Godhead, where you can continue your
constitutional position without the upheavals of the material existence. Hare Krishna Hare
Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare.
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Sunday Gurukul
by Ashmita Kalyanaraman

Last month we covered the three sampradayas: Sri sampradaya - Ramanujacharya, Brahma
sampradaya - Madhvacharya, and Kumar sampradaya - Nimbarkacharya. In the first class of
this month, we started with the fourth vaishnava sampradaya; Rudra sampradaya. The main
exponent of Rudra sampradaya is VishnuSwami, who propagated the philosophy called
shuddhadvaita. It says that everything in this material world emanates from Krishna, so
everything is pure. VishnuSwami appeared in 300 BCE. We learnt his pastimes and his
teachings. Vallabhācārya is the main acharya of Rudra sampradaya. Great persons are believed
to have been born under extraordinary circumstances and so did Vallabhācārya. The name of
his philosophical movement is Pushtimarg which is to have full love and devotion to Krishna.
There are no Sanyasis in Pushtimarg, they are all grihastha. Some of the main points from this
class are that we need to serve Krishna and his devotees. We should avoid bad association and
give up our taste for sense gratification. They will help us advance in Krishna consciousness.

The second class of this month focused on gender inequality. Satya Sara Prabhu gave us
an overview of the limitations of legal protection for women in the workplace. An important
factor is that the developing countries are farther behind in social equality compared to the
well-developed countries. However, we noted that certain things, such as sexual harassment is
something that occurs in all countries, no matter how developed they might be. Lastly, when
religious freedom is attacked, gender inequality is affected the most by reducing women’s
participation in the economy. In vedic tradition, we can see that women are well respected, so
gender inequality is a modern problem that occured over years of foreign oppression. Vedic
culture clearly states that all men and women should be respected.

In the third class, we began by explaining how the snow, loss of electricity, and loss of
water had affected each of us. It was nice to hear that at this time, everyone came together and
helped each other out. Next, we discussed social hierarchies, specifically India’s caste system.
Many people think that the vedic scriptures promote the current castes, but they only promote
the varnashrama system. The purpose of the system created by Krishna is to provide a
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structure for people to work according to their natural tendencies. In Bhagavad Gita Chapter 4,
verse 13 Krishna says,

cātur-varṇyaṁ mayā sṛṣṭaṁ
guṇa-karma-vibhāgaśaḥ
tasya kartāram api māṁ

viddhy akartāram avyayam
Translation: “According to the three modes of material nature and the work associated with
them, the four divisions of human society are created by Me. And although I am the creator of
this system, you should know that I am yet the non doer, being unchangeable.”

Hare Krishna �

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

Sunday Feast Program
Summary from notes by Atmamaya Mataji

The month of February, we started with the summary of Chapter 11 of Bhagavad Gita, Universal
form.

In Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 10 Arjuna accepts Krishna’s position and requests to hear more of his
opulence or potencies. Therefore Chapter 10 describes the Lord’s opulence on which a devotee can
fix his mind and will be able to remember Him, thereby increasing his devotion to the Lord.
Krishna at the end of chapter 10 mentions to Arjuna there is no point in understanding all the
different things that exist, separate opulence and his grandeur . “With a single fragment of Myself,
I pervade and support the entire universe” (10.42), so Arjuna wishes to see that all pervasive
form of the Lord and  requests Krishna to show him the all-pervading, universal form.
Beginning of chapter 11, Arjuna says that his illusion is dispelled. Here the illusion is accepting
Krishna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Earlier Arjuna was treating Krishna as an
ordinary friend or a human being. Now that illusion has gone. In chapter 10 Krishna was talking
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about 3 Chatur-sloki verses. Chatur-sloki verses are those in which the entire essence of Bhagavad
Gita is squeezed in. And in these verses Krishna says he is the source of all spiritual and material
world. Everything emanates from him. The entire text can be perused at click here

The next week we discussed Chapter 15, Text 6 of Bhagavad Gita.
na tad bhāsayate sūryo
na śaśāṅko na pāvakaḥ
yad gatvā na nivartante

tad dhāma paramaṁ mama

Translation: That supreme abode of Mine is not illumined by the sun or moon, nor by fire or
electricity. Those who reach it never return to this material world.
The fifteenth chapter of the Bhagavad Gita is called Purushottama Yoga. It is the culmination of
Bhakti practice. In the beginning of this chapter Krishna talks about an upside-down banyan tree.
In this material world people are stuck in this tree performing fruitive activities. This is called the
material entanglement. Lord Krishna says just like water nourishes a tree this upside-down
material tree is nourished by the 3 modes of material nature and we are like a puppet in the hands
of Maya Devi. Lord Krishna further says this upside-down tree is a reflection. This means there is
freedom on the other side of this entanglement. The real form of tree cannot be perceived in this
world like where it begins, where it ends or where the foundation is. So, we are stuck in something
that is beyond our comprehension and it is so vast there is no beginning and end. It is like
entangling in a spider’s web.
So, how can we  get out of this entanglement? Read more at click here

We also discussed the importance of Celebrating the Appearance and Disappearance day of Lord’s
pure devotees. Read more at click here

The next week we discussed the verse from Chapter 9, Text 14 of Bhagavad Gita

satataṁ kīrtayanto māṁ
yatantaś ca dṛḍha-vratāḥ

namasyantaś ca māṁ bhaktyā
nitya-yuktā upāsate

Translation: Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great determination, bowing down
before Me, these great souls perpetually worship Me with devotion.

Here in this verse Krishna talks about the activities of a pure devotee, about the importance of
chanting, what are offences to be avoided while chanting, how can we chant purely with
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determination, the importance of cultivating knowledge, who is a pure Vaishnava, the 3 stages of
chanting and how to  worship Krishna with great devotion.
Chanting of the holy name or Sankirtan is the greatest innovation in Spirituality ever happened
and it is Yuga Dharma as well. Vedic Dharma says, in this age of Kali the most effective process of
self- realization is chanting the holy name of Krishna. The entire text can be perused at click
here

The next week we discussed the verse from Chapter 4, Text 24 of Bhagavad Gita
brahmārpaṇaṁ brahma havir
brahmāgnau brahmaṇā hutam

brahmaiva tena gantavyaṁ
brahma-karma-samādhinā

Translation: A person who is fully absorbed in Kṛṣṇa consciousness is sure to attain the spiritual
kingdom because of his full contribution to spiritual activities, in which the consummation is
absolute and that which is offered is of the same spiritual nature.

Chapter 4 is entitled “ Transcendental Knowledge” for it is this knowledge which outlines how one
can establish their divine connection with God. Srila Prabupada in this verse, gives a “perfect cure”
for a materially entangled soul to come out of the cycle of death and attain spiritual progress by the
practice of Krishna consciousness. We are actually entrapped in this material world, and are
influenced by the 3 modes of  material nature. Krishna consciousness is the process of converting
our illusory consciousness into Brahman. The  word “Brahma'' (Brahman) means “spiritual”-The
Lord is spiritual and the rays of his transcendental body are called Brahma Jyoti. Everything is
situated in that Brahma Jyoti but when the Jyoti is covered by illusion or sense gratification, it is
called material. The example Srila Prabupada gives in this verse is a patient who is suffering from
a disorder of the bowels due to overindulgence in milk products is cured by another milk product,
namely curd. The materially absorbed conditioned soul can be cured by Kṛṣṇa consciousness as set
forth herein the Gītā. This process is generally known as yajna, or activities (sacrifices) simply
meant for the satisfaction of Viṣṇu, or Kṛṣṇa. The entire text can be perused at click here

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE
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Devotee Corner
Anonymous contribution

Hare Krishna Devotees 🙏 Please accept my humble obeisance.All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Today, I would like to glorify the Holy Name and write about the significance of Chanting.

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu introduced Nama Sankirtan, the widespread congregational chanting of the
maha mantra –Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama,
Rama Rama Hare Hare Hare– as the most effective means by which anyone can achieve spiritual
perfection. According to Srila Prabhupada, “The transcendental vibration established by the
chanting of the Maha Mantra, is the sublime method of reviving our Krishna consciousness.”
Chanting gives us spiritual realization, something that we all must try to attain.

In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy, chanting is the only recommended yajna. When we chant
“Hare”, we are evoking the lord’s Supreme energy. “Krishna” means the one who is all-attractive,
and “Rama” means he who is the reservoir of all pleasure. It is the aim of devotees to follow this
divine path and reach out to the Supreme Lord Krishna in order to come closer to Him. Chanting
the maha-mantra will break the illusion of life, which is referred to as Maya.

nāma cintāmaṇiḥ kṛṣṇaś - The holy name is transcendental bliss giver of all spiritual benedictions
and is not different from Kṛṣṇa (CC Madhya 17.133). When we chant the name of the Lord, his
nama rupa guna manifests in our heart. Chanting is so powerful that simply by chanting, we can go
to Vaikunta Loka or Krishna Loka. It is important to understand that chanting Hare Krishna not
only brings material gain but also spiritual gain. The benefit of chanting the Maha Mantra far
exceeds the temporary benefits of this material world. The mantra illuminates our consciousness,
brings us closer to Lord Krishna, and breaks all illusions of this life. The more we chant, the more
our mind gets purified, and we get rid of our misgivings as all our bad habits go away.

Chanting with attention is very important. When we chant early in the morning, the mind is in
mode of goodness and is less agitated. Even though it may not be possible to completely focus on
chanting but the mind will definitely be less distracted. By chanting the maha mantra, we can think
of Krishna all the time. Whenever we get time, we should chant. In the material world, if one
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engages in chanting a material name, he will feel tired after chanting a few times. However, one
can chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra all the time and still never feel tired.

When we chant the holy name, Krishna will give us his mercy and all his blessings. Krishna
delivers his devotees by getting them out of the material entanglement. If we sincerely chant the
maha mantra, we will surely develop a connection with the Supreme Lord, to help us go back to the
Spiritual world. Hare Krishna 🙏

Shastra Daan
During these tough times, sankirtan team is enthusiastically participating in book distribution and
coming up with new elegant ideas to distribute books. In this drive for February 2021, we have
extended the book distribution at Vegan and vegetarian restaurants. We are getting good responses
out of it. Book distribution scores

Bhagavad Gita English 36

Chant and be Happy 2

Bhakti Yoga 2

Perfect Questions and Perfect Answers 2

Perfection of Yoga 2

Raja Vidya 1

Beyond Birth and Death 2

Coming Back 2
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Upcoming Events and Weekly Programs
3/28/2021 Gaura Purnima - Appearance day of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

4/21/2021 Rama Navami - Appearance Day of Lord Rama

Every Wednesday
@ 7:00 PM

Bhagavat Sangha - Devotees presenting verses from Srimad
Bhagavatam

Every Friday
@ 7 PM

Mridanga Class for Beginners

Every Friday
@ 7 PM

Applied Bhagavad Gita Class

Every Saturday
@ 5:30 PM

Bhagavad Gita Class

Every Saturday
@ 5:30 PM

Kids Bhagavad Gita Class

Every Saturday
@ 6:50 PM

Bhakti Shastri Class

Every Sunday
@ 10 AM

Kids Gurukul

Every Sunday
@ 11:30 AM

Sunday Feast Bhagavad Gita Class

Hare Krishna Temple of Austin

Founder Acharya His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

1003 Adventure Lane, Cedar Park, TX - 78613

Feedback: amitrekker@gmail.com and amu.gracious@gmail.com
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