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Surrender to Succeed

 

What started as a congregation of 5 devotees seven 
years ago, slowly expanded as the desire to hear 
about Krishna and His teachings through the 
Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagvatam, spread like 
a wild fire. After years of assembling at various 
devotees homes, by the mercy of Krishna and 
Vaisnavas, we found a humble abode, to serve the 
deities and teach the Vedic culture to everyone. 
Late September, the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin 
opened at 1003 Adventure Lane, Austin, TX. With 
programs like Sunday School for age groups 5-18, 
yoga classes and Sunday feast, the center caters to 
close to 70 devotees every week. Come experience 
the eternal joy of bhakti with us! 
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स होवाच 
एतस्मिन ्ससंाराध्वनन नानाक्लेशोपसर्गबाधित आपन्नववपन्नो यत्र यमतिु ह 
वावतेरमतत्र ववसजृ्य जातं जातिपुादाय शोचन्िुह्यन ्बबभ्यद्वववदन ्क्रदन ्
संहृष्यन्र्ायन्नह्यिान: सािुवस्जगतो नैवावतगतेऽद्यावप यत आरब्ि एष नरलोकसार्थो 
यिध्वन: पारिपुददशस्न्त ॥ ३८ ॥ 
 
sa hovāca 

etasmin saṁsārādhvani nānā-kleśopasarga-bādhita āpanna-vipanno yatra yas tam u ha vāvetaras tatra 

visṛjya jātaṁ jātam upādāya śocan muhyan bibhyad-vivadan krandan saṁhṛṣyan gāyan nahyamānaḥ sādhu-

varjito naivāvartate ’dyāpi yata ārabdha eṣa nara-loka-sārtho yam adhvanaḥ pāram upadiśanti. 

 

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 5, Chapter 14, Text 38 
 
TRANSLATION: The path of this material world is full of material miseries, and various troubles 
disturb the conditioned souls. Sometimes he loses, and sometimes he gains. In either case, 
the path is full of danger. Sometimes the conditioned soul is separated from his father by death 
or other circumstances. Leaving him aside he gradually becomes attached to others, such as 
his children. In this way, the conditioned soul is sometimes illusioned and afraid. Sometimes 
he cries loudly out of fear. Sometimes he is happy maintaining his family, and sometimes he 
is overjoyed and sings melodiously. In this way he becomes entangled and forgets his separation 
from the Supreme Personality of Godhead since time immemorial. Thus he traverses the 
dangerous path of material existence, and on this path he is not at all happy. Those who are 
self-realized simply take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in order to get out of 
this dangerous material existence. Without accepting the devotional path, one cannot get out 
of the clutches of material existence. The conclusion is that no one can be happy in material 
life. One must take to Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 
 
PURPORT: By thoroughly analyzing the materialistic way of life, any sane man can 
understand that there is not the least happiness in this world. However, due to continuing on 
the path of danger from time immemorial and not associating with saintly persons, the 
conditioned soul, under illusion, wants to enjoy this material world. Material energy sometimes 
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gives him a chance at so-called happiness, but the conditioned soul is perpetually being 
punished by material nature. It is therefore said: daṇḍya-jane rājā yena nadīte cubāya (Cc. 
Madhya 20.118). Materialistic life means continuous unhappiness, but sometimes we accept 
happiness as it appears between the gaps. Sometimes a condemned person is submerged in 
water and hauled out. Actually all of this is meant for punishment, but he feels a little 
comfort when he is taken out of the water. This is the situation with the conditioned soul. All 
the śāstras therefore advise that one associate with devotees and saintly people. 

‘sādhu-saṅga’, ‘sādhu-saṅga’ — sarva-śāstre kaya 
lava-mātra sādhu-saṅge sarva-siddhi haya 

(Cc. Madhya 22.54) 
Even by a little association with devotees, the conditioned soul can get out of this miserable 
material condition. This Kṛṣṇa consciousness movement is therefore trying to give everyone a 
chance to associate with saintly people. Therefore all the members of this Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness society must themselves be perfect sādhus in order to give a chance to fallen 
conditioned souls. This is the best humanitarian work. 
 

 
ॐ निो भर्वत ेनरससहंाय निमतेजमतेजसे आववराववभगव वज्रनख वज्रदंष्र किागशयान ्रन्िय रन्िय 
तिो ग्रस ग्रस ॐ मवाहा । अभयिभयिात्िनन भनूयष्ठा ॐ क्ष्रौि ्॥ ८ ॥ 
 

oṁ namo bhagavate narasiṁhāya namas tejas-tejase āvir-āvirbhava vajra-nakha vajra-daṁṣṭra 

karmāśayān randhaya randhaya tamo grasa grasa om svāhā; abhayam abhayam ātmani bhūyiṣṭhā 

oṁ kṣraum. 

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 5, Chapter 18, Text 8 
 
TRANSLATION: I offer my respectful obeisance’s unto Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva, the source 
of all power. O my Lord who possess nails and teeth just like thunderbolts, kindly 
vanquish our demon like desires for fruitive activity in this material world. Please appear 
in our hearts and drive away our ignorance so that by Your mercy we may become 
fearless in the struggle for existence in this material world. 
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Srila Prabhupada, in the purport says “Unless one is completely freed of all material 
desires, which are caused by the dense darkness of ignorance, one cannot fully engage 
in the devotional service of the Lord. Therefore, we should always offer our prayers to 
Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva, who killed Hiraṇyakaśipu, the personification of material 
desire. Hiraṇya means “gold,” and kaśipu means “a soft cushion or bed.” 
 
This verse is a prayer by Prahlada Maharaja to Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva. There are a few 
key items to ponder on in this prayer. The first one is the fact that in order to get rid 
of material desires there is no option but to execute devotional service and invoke the 
mercy of the Lord. Srila Prabhupada recommends that any devotee aspiring to be free 
of material desires should offer this respectful prayer to Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva as done by 
Prahlada Maharaja. The second aspect to ponder on is the nature of prayer a devotee 
makes to the Lord. If we are praying for the wellbeing of everyone and asking for the 
ultimate relief from material desires for not only ourselves but everyone then that is the 
quality of an ideal devotee.  
 
Lord Krishna in Bhagvad Gita, Chapter 7, verse 21 says the following 

yo yo yam yam tanum bhaktah 
sraddhayarcitum icchati 

tasya tasyacalam sraddham 
tam eva vidadhamy aham 

 
“I am in everyone's heart as the Supersoul. As soon as one desires to worship the 
demigods, I make his faith steady so that he can devote himself to some particular 
deity.” 
 
As mentioned in the above verse, we have the full independence given to us by Lord 
Krishna to enjoy material desires and to achieve those material desires to offer prayers 
to the respective demigods. However, a person engaged in devotional service unto the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, understands that even the demigods are subject to 
the will of the Supreme. And the living entity cannot execute anything without the will 



 

 5 

of the Supreme. Since everything is the will of the Supreme, then why to waste time 
in such an endeavor to enjoy material desires life after life.  
 
Hence Lord Krishna’s ultimate instruction as Srila Prabhupada mentions “man should 
give up all other engagements and fully surrender unto Him. That will make man happy” 

By Ashmita Kalyanaraman 
The first class of this month’s teens class was cancelled 
due to the labor day weekend. In the next class, we 
mainly discussed the scientific proof behind the existence 
of the soul and the process of reincarnation. People are worth a lot more than objects 
and the reason is that their bodies have souls in them. For example, in a car crash, 
you would make sure that the driver is okay before you check on the car. The reason 
for this is because the driver is not replaceable like the car. This is why the living body 
is worth so much. The difference between the soul and the body is that the soul is 
conscious, a spirit, and eternal, unlike the body which is matter, not conscious, nothing 
without the soul, and is constantly changing. The soul does not perish when you die, 
the soul simply reincarnates into the next life. An example is phobias, the explanation 
behind them is that it was the way we died in our past life. However, the reason that 
we can’t remember any of our previous lives is because Krishna makes us forget them 
so we don’t dwell on the past.  
The third class and the fourth class both focused on the laws of karma. In the third 
class we learnt that karma is the cosmic law of actions and reactions, under its control, 
the souls in the material world receive results, whether they’re good or bad. This law 
only acts upon us when we desire to act separately from Krishna and causes us to 
go through an endless cycle of birth and death. In the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna says 
that our current life is often the result of our previous life and the karma we received 
during it. Good karma does not cancel out bad karma, but service to Krishna is what 
finally removes us from the endless cycle of karma. We need to remember that 
ignorance is not an excuse to be excluded from the law of karma.   
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In the fourth class, we learnt more about how karma works in real life and making 
decisions based on principles, i.e moral and ethical dilemmas. We started with an ice 
breaker where we used a website to anonymously submit the values that are most 
important to us in life. Many people said family, loyalty, kindness, honesty, and hard 
work. Next, we discuss the principles of dharma and how to connect spirituality to it. 
A moral dilemma is when there is an obvious right and wrong answer. An ethical 
dilemma is when there are many options and they all seem correct so it’s a much 
more difficult decision. We discussed a few different scenarios and what we would do. 
The first one was if we are hiding a person who is being persecuted and you are 
asked by the authorities if the person is in your house. Do you maintain your integrity 
and turn them in or stay quiet? We also talked about what you would do if two of your 
friends are in a fight. Would you choose sides, remain neutral, or support both of 
them? The real-life scenarios helped us imagine the situation and understand how to 
deal with it.  
 
Hare Krishna! 
 

 
na ca tasmān manuṣyeṣu 
kaścin me priya-kṛttamaḥ 
bhavitā na ca me tasmād 
anyaḥ priya-taro bhuvi 
 
Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 18, Text 69 
 
Translation: There is no servant in this world dearer to Me than he, nor will there ever 
be one more dear. 
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The Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna has spoken so many subjects 
elaborately, but now in the concluding verses of chapter 18. He is now revealing his 
heart. When someone is revealing his heart then it means there is something really 
special. Krishna says that there is no one who is dearer to me. So, who is Krishna 
talking about? The entire text can be perused at click here 
 
The next week we discussed the following verse 
 

manuṣyāṇāṁ sahasreṣu 
kaścid yatati siddhaye 
yatatām api siddhānāṁ 

kaścin māṁ vetti tattvataḥ 
 Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 7, Text 3 

Translation: Out of many thousands among men, one may endeavor for perfection, and 
of those who have achieved perfection, hardly one knows Me in truth. 
 
The first six chapters of the Gītā are meant for those who are interested in 
transcendental knowledge, in understanding the self, the Super self and the process of 
realization by jñāna-yoga, dhyāna-yoga and discrimination of the self from matter. So, 
in the first six chapters, the living entity has been described as nonmaterial spirit soul 
capable of elevating himself to self-realization by different types of yogas. At the end 
of the Sixth Chapter, it has been clearly stated that the steady concentration of the 
mind upon Kṛṣṇa, or in other words Kṛṣṇa consciousness, is the highest form of all 
yoga.  
The next six chapters talk about how to control mind, confidential knowledge, devotional 
services etc.  
The seventh chapter talks about Knowledge of the Absolute (the topics deal with 
devotional service). The entire text can be perused at click here 
 
The next week we discussed the following verse 
 

https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/index.php/2020/09/23/sunday-gita-class-summary-09-13-2020/
https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/index.php/2020/10/05/sunday-gita-class-summary-09-20-2020/
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āpūryamāṇam acala-pratiṣṭhaṁ 
samudram āpaḥ praviśanti yadvat 
tadvat kāmā yaṁ praviśanti sarve 
sa śāntim āpnoti na kāma-kāmī 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 2, Text 70 
 

In this verse Krishna compares the incessant flow of our desires to the rivers which 
enters into the ocean. But the ocean even though it is being filled but always still. 
This shows that a person who is like an ocean can alone achieve peace but not the 
person who strives to satisfy such desires entering to the heart. 
Why is the Lord talking about the Ocean? Ocean is a material thing; it is just a vast 
body of water. So, what makes Krishna speak to Arjuna in the middle of the 
battlefield and give this analogy? What is that one quality of the Ocean which is so 
relevant for us in this verse? The entire text can be perused at click here 
 

By Vandya Agarwal 
 

 
 

 
Hare Krishna devotees, Today I would like to talk about the kids book club which is 
running for about 6 months now. The book club varies from kids ages 5 - 12 years 
old.  
 

https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/index.php/2020/10/05/sunday-gita-class-summary-09-27-2020/
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The Book club process is very organized and is easy to follow. It goes like this:  On 
Saturday afternoon, you get the email or whatsapp notification that the next chapter 
questions have arrived. Then you have 1 week to turn in your homework via gmail or 
have you or your mom or dad send your work to- Shikha Gupta or Sevya Agarwal. 
After some time Sevya or Shikha Mataji will check your work and send you your results, 
errors, and give you some corrections to make. If you finish by Saturday, then you will 
be able to start the cycle again. 
 
I joined this book club because it is good to read spiritual books and read Krsna- 
Katha. I also thought it would be fun to be able to know and read all of Krishna's 
naughty, brave, and fun pastimes with all the cowherd gopi’s and cowherd boys of 
Vrindavan. All kids that get bored in quarantine should join this bookclub. 
 
Other kids should join this book club because they can read different things and answer 
the questions. They also get to know about different pastimes of Krsna like the 
Goverdhan Leela, Killing Demons, and many more. 
 
I am learning a lot of new things in the book club which is very nice because at the 
same time at night we watch a show called RadhaKrishna which currently shows 
pastimes of Lord Krishna before the Mahabharat. Soon they are going to evolve into 
the Mahabharat, 
  
I think it’s very cool because in Chapter 7, we read about the demon Trnavarta and 
sometime after it came in the show we got to read and watch the pastime. 
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A message to the congregation by Satya Sar Prabhu 

 
 
On September 27 the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin completed its first anniversary. 
On that occasion Satya Sara Prabhu wrote the following message addressing the 
congregation. 
 
 
Hare Krishna Prabhus and Matajis, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
Today is a sacred and special day for all of us here. It is the 1st anniversary of our 
Hare Krishna Temple of Austin.  
 
By the mercy of Sri Sri Radha Nila Madhava, the blessings of Srila Prabhupada, the 
blessings of the previous acharyas and Guru Parampara, and our GBC, our temple 
manifested one year ago this week. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came 530 years ago and 
established the yuga dharma of Nama-sankirtan, congregational chanting of the holy 
name.  
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Mahaprabhu said:  
Prithivi-te āche yata nagarādi grāma 
sarvatra pracāra haibe mora nāma 
In every town and village, the chanting of the holy names will be heard. 
 
From this, we can understand that whenever a new temple is opened, it is a part of 
Mahaprabhu’s nitya lila, eternal pastime. Therefore, our Temple is also a part of His 
pastime. And we are fortunate to take part in this pastime by performing various 
services in the temple and by supporting the temple.  
 
In continuing Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission, our founder acharya Srila Prabhupada 
has given us the seven Purposes of ISKCON and our temple exists to serve these 
purposes.  
 
They are:  

(1) To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge to society at large and to educate all 
people in the techniques of spiritual life in order to check the imbalance of values in life 
and to achieve real unity and peace in the world.  

(2) To propagate a consciousness of Krishna, as it is revealed in the Bhagavad Gita and 
Srimad Bhagavatam.  

(3) To bring the members of the Society together with each other and nearer to Krishna, 
the prime entity, thus to develop the idea within the members, and humanity at large, 
that each soul is part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krishna).  

(4) To teach and encourage the sankirtan movement, congregational chanting of the holy 
name of God as revealed in the teachings of Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.  

(5) To erect for the members and for society at large, a holy place of transcendental 
pastimes, dedicated to the Personality of Krishna.  

(6) To bring the members closer together for the purpose of teaching a simpler and more 
natural way of life.  
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(7) With a view towards achieving the aforementioned Purposes, to publish and distribute 
periodicals, magazines, books and other writings.  

 
Over the past year, we have taken these purposes to heart, and with all of your 
dedicated services, for the pleasure of our Lordships Sri Sri Nitai Gaura Nataraj, Sri 
Sri Lakshmi Narsimhadev and Srila Prabhupada, we have been blessed to serve our 
community and see the reciprocation of our beloved Srila Prabhupada.  
 
We have celebrated many Vaishnava festivals, introduced many preaching programs to 
spread Mahaprabhu’s message. Many new people have taken up the chanting of the 
holy names. We have established a full-fledged Sunday school program for children, 
we have classes for youth and for teens, we have kids sloka recitation programs, and 
we have book clubs for kids and grown-up devotees. We have a UT college preaching 
program, a Book distribution program, and, various services such as temple decoration, 
garland making for deities, putting rangoli, gardening etc. We also have the Austin 
Vedic University to study Srila Prabhupada’s books in a systematic way.   
 
We have Japa programs, Mirdanga classes, Sunday kirtan program, and prasadam 
distribution during Sunday feasts and festivals. We have launched an online platform 
for preaching and connecting our devotees through our website and via Facebook, a 
Bhagavad Sanga program to read Srimad Bhagvatam on a regular basis, and launched 
a monthly congregational newsletter titled Sharanagati.  
 
Prabhupada has given us everything – nice temple, wonderful devotees, and most 
importantly unlimited opportunities for each of us to serve the Supreme Lord and Srila 
Prabhupada through preaching to 1000s and 1000s of new people, by distributing 
Prabhupada’s books, distributing Krishna prasadam, various services in the temple and 
serving the Vaishnavas. We should be ever grateful to our eternal Lord and Srila 
Prabhupada for providing us what we lack and preserving what we already have. 
Through the creation of this Temple, Krishna has given us everything we need to 
always think of Him and continue to be engaged in devotional service.  
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As we embark on our second year, we all need to work together to fulfill the mission 
of Srila Prabhupada and ultimately, the desire of Mahaprabhu. We will work to expand 
our preaching to people from different cultures, more colleges, schools, and corporations, 
distribute more books, distribute more prasadam, impeccable Vaishnava sadachar and 
so on.  
 
We would like to sincerely thank each of you, from the bottom of our hearts, for your 
contribution, both in-terms of financial support and unrelenting selfless service to our 
temple.  
 
We sincerely pray to our Lordships Sri Sri Nitai Gaura Nataraj, Sri Sri Lakshmi 
Narsimhadev, Srila Prabhupad and all our Vaishnava acharyas for spiritual strength so 
that we can chant the holy name of the Lord without offenses and engage in devotional 
service with pure heart for years to come.  
 
Srila Prabhupada ki jai!  
Gaura Bhakta Vrinda ki jai!  
Hare Krishna Temple of Austin yatra ki jai!  
  
Your servant,  
Satya-sara das  
On behalf of Hare Krishna Temple of Austin 
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By Radha Damodar Das Prabhu 
 

 
 
 
Hare Krishna Devotees  
Dandavant Pranam. All Glories to Srila Prabupada 
 
Hare Krishna Temple Of Austin celebrated Bhadra Purnima on Sept 1st 2020 by 
distributing Srimad-Bhagavatam. This day is a very auspicious day to gift or own 
Srimad-Bhagavatam.  According to the Srimad-Bhagavatam verse from 12th canto 
13th chapter 13th verse, “If on the full moon day of the month of Bhadra one 
places Srimad-Bhagavatam on a golden throne and gives it as a gift, he will attain 
the supreme transcendental destination.” 
 
The Srimad Bhagavatam is the literary incarnation of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, and should therefore be worshipped with great devotion. In Srila 
Prabhupada’s purport of this verse, he explained that “One should place Srimad-
Bhagavatam on a golden throne because it is the king of all literature. On the full-
moon day of the month of Bhadra, the sun, which is compared to this king of 
literatures, is present in the constellation Leo and looks as if raised up on a royal 
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throne. (According to astrology, the sun is said to be exalted in the sign of Leo). 
Thus one may unreservedly worship Srimad-Bhagavatam, the supreme divine 
scripture.”  
 
Bhadra-Purnima is also the date on which Srila Prabhupada took sannyasa. When 
asked, “Are you going to America?” he replied, “No, Srimad-Bhagavatam is going to 
America—I am going with it.”  
 
Hare Krishna Temple Of Austin had a fantastic Bhadra Purnima 2020. Temple had 
an original goal of minimum 10 Bhagavatam sets for distribution. Devotees were able 
to greatly exceed the original target as we distributed 16 full set Bhagavatam and 5 
first canto Bhagavatam for Bhadra Purnima 2020.  
 
Wanted to take this opportunity to thank all the devotees who all worked hard to 
spread the message of Srimad-Bhagavatam & Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Your servant 
On behalf of Sankirtan Team 
 

The details of the Book distribution done by our Sankirtan team for September 2020 
are below. Thank you for the amazing service. 
 
Books Distributed 
Srimad Bhagavatam full set– 17 
Srimad Bhagavatam First Canto - 5 
Sri Chaitanya Caritamrita – 1 
Sri Brahma-Samhita – 1 
Raja Vidya – 1 
The Nectar of Devotion – 1 
The Nectar of Instruction – 1 
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Sri Isopanisad – 1 
Higher Taste – 1 
Krishna Book – 2 
Bhagvad Gita - 1 

• 10/13 – Parama Ekadashi 

(significance https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/parama-ekadasi)  

Fast breaking time 10/14– 7:33 AM – 11:22 AM 

• 10/27 – Pasankusa Ekadashi 

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/pasankusa-ekadasi) 

Fast breaking time 10/28 07:43 AM – 11:24 AM 

All programs conducted at the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin (during the Covid pandemic, all classes will be 
conducted online) 

• Kids Saturday Bhagavad Gita Class (Beginners –Ages 5-12 years): 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

• Saturday Bhagavad Gita Glass – 5:30 PM – 6:45 PM 

• Vedic University (pre-requisites to join) – 6:50 PM – 8:45 PM 

All programs conducted at the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin (during the Covid pandemic, all classes will be 
conducted online) 

• Kids Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Teens Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Bhakti Vriksha: 11:15 AM – 12:30 PM 

• Sunday Feast: 12:30 PM onwards 

 
Feedback and Contact 

Amit Ghodke - amitrekker@gmail.com  &  Amruta Birar – amu.gracious@gmail.com 

https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/parama-ekadasi
https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/pasankusa-ekadasi
mailto:amu.gracious@gmail.com

