
 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

 Issue 07 | July 2020  

Surrender to Succeed

 

What started as a congregation of 5 devotees seven 
years ago, slowly expanded as the desire to hear 
about Krishna and His teachings through the 
Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagvatam, spread like 
a wild fire. After years of assembling at various 
devotees homes, by the mercy of Krishna and 
Vaisnavas, we found a humble abode, to serve the 
deities and teach the Vedic culture to everyone. 
Late September, the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin 
opened at 1003 Adventure Lane, Austin, TX. With 
programs like Sunday School for age groups 5-18, 
yoga classes and Sunday feast, the center caters to 
close to 70 devotees every week. Come experience 
the eternal joy of bhakti with us! 
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ब्राह्मण उवाच 
दरुत्ययेऽध्वन्यजया निवेशितो 
रजस्तम:सत्त्वववभक्तकममद ृक् । 
स एष सार्थोऽर्थमपर: पररभ्रमि ्
भवाटव ीं यानत ि िमम ववन्दनत ॥ १ ॥ 
 
brāhmaṇa uvāca 

duratyaye ’dhvany ajayā niveśito 

rajas-tamaḥ-sattva-vibhakta-karmadṛk 

sa eṣa sārtho ’rtha-paraḥ paribhraman 

bhavāṭavīṁ yāti na śarma vindati 

 

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 5, Chapter 13, Text 1 
 
TRANSLATION: Jaḍa Bharata, who had fully realized Brahman, continued: My dear King 
Rahūgaṇa, the living entity wanders on the path of the material world, which is very difficult 
for him to traverse, and he accepts repeated birth and death. Being captivated by the 
material world under the influence of the three modes of material nature (sattva-guṇa, rajo-
guṇa and tamo-guṇa), the living entity can see only the three fruits of activities under the 
spell of material nature. These fruits are auspicious, inauspicious and mixed. He thus 
becomes attached to religion, economic development, sense gratification and the monistic 
theory of liberation (merging with the Supreme). He works very hard day and night exactly 
like a merchant who enters a forest to acquire some articles to sell later for profit. However, 
he cannot really achieve happiness within this material world. 
 
 
PURPORT: One can very easily understand how difficult and insurmountable the path of sense 
gratification is. Not knowing what the path of sense gratification is, one becomes implicated in 
the repetition of birth and accepts different types of bodies again and again. Thus one suffers 
in material existence. In this life one may think that he is very happy being an American, 
Indian, Englishman or German, but in the next life one has to accept another body among 
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8,400,000 species. The next body has to be immediately accepted according to karma. One 
will be forced to accept a certain type of body, and protesting will not help. That is the stringent 
law of nature. Due to the living entity’s ignorance of his eternal blissful life, he becomes 
attracted to material activities under the spell of māyā. In this world, he can never experience 
happiness, yet he works very hard to do so. This is called māyā. 
 

 
अद ृश्यझिल्लीस्विकणमिूल 
उलूकवाग्भभर्वयमथर्थतान्तरात्मा । 
अपुण्यवृक्षाि ्श्रयत ेक्षुधार्दमतो 
मरीथचतोयान्यशभधावनत क् वथचत ्॥ ५ ॥ 
 

adṛśya-jhillī-svana-karṇa-śūla 

ulūka-vāgbhir vyathitāntarātmā 

apuṇya-vṛkṣān śrayate kṣudhārdito 

marīci-toyāny abhidhāvati kvacit 

 

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 5, Chapter 13, Text 5 
 
 
TRANSLATION: Wandering in the forest of the material world, the conditioned soul 
sometimes hears an invisible cricket making harsh sounds, and his ears become 
very much aggrieved. Sometimes his heart is pained by the sounds of owls, which 
are just like the harsh words of his enemies. Sometimes he takes shelter of a tree 
that has no fruits or flowers. He approaches such a tree due to his strong appetite, 
and thus he suffers. He would like to acquire water, but he is simply illusioned by 
a mirage, and he runs after it. 
 
Srila Prabhupada, in the purport says “The material world is full of envious people. 
Even within one’s inner circle there is much backbiting, and this is compared to the 
sound vibration of a cricket in the forest. One cannot see the cricket, but one hears 
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its sounds and thus becomes aggrieved. When one takes to Kṛṣṇa consciousness, one 
always hears unpalatable words from relatives. This is the nature of the world; one 
cannot avoid mental distress due to the backbiting of envious people.”  
 
Almost all people who slowly but seriously start adopting the path of Krishna 
Consciousness, experience this. Be it social circle, friends, families or extended relatives. 
It is extremely surprising that such a natural act, which is realizing your constitutional 
position is met with so much refrain, so much ridicule and admonition in some instances. 
This indicates the extent to which the human being is so conditioned that when they 
see in front of them someone relishing and refining and identifying their original 
constitutional position, which is the service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
they don’t recognize it. The way we cannot avoid the crickets who make the harshest 
sound, we cannot avoid this situation. Over time we get used to the sound of the 
crickets or learn to ignore them and they pose no cause of irritation for us. Likewise, 
our Vaishnava Etiquette and firm belief in the path of Krishna Consciousness, will 
eliminate this push back for us and it will ultimately become white noise. Noise that 
we don’t even realize is there. Because we are so deeply rooted in the path, the path 
which will takes us back to Godhead. 
 

By Ashmita Kalyanaraman 
In the first class of July, we used an online website to 
play a trivia game. There were many varieties of questions 
from Iskcon related to facts about the world. Everyone 
thought it was fun and it was nice to take a break in order to play a game.  
 
The next class was also unusual in the sense that we had never done anything like it 
before. First, you were supposed to figure out if, in a group project, you’re the person 
who leads the group or listens to others discuss. In this activity, the goal was to break 
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out of our shells so if you generally do one, you were told to do the other. Many 
people said they do both depending on the situation, but most of the time, you lean 
slightly more towards one than the other. After we had decided, Satya Sara Prabhu 
put us into small groups/breakout rooms on zoom where we could have private 
conversations. We were supposed to decide what we would do based on a scenario; 
it was that you and three of your friends go on a yacht, but are stranded on a raft in 
the middle of the ocean after a storm. You have some supplies and you need to rate 
them in the order of which is most important. This activity helped us realize our regular 
patterns and break out of them and it was completely unique because most of us had 
never used zoom breakout rooms before.  
 
In the 3rd class, the main topic was leadership. We discussed questions such as “Who 
is a leader? What does a leader do? What is their main goal?” A leader models, 
contributes, inspires, challenges, enables, cares for, and encourages others to perform 
extraordinary tasks at extraordinary times. A strong leader guides people by example 
and knows the importance of equality and truth. An example is if you’re part of a group 
and one of the members isn’t contributing, what do you do? Well, there are many 
solutions. You could show compassion and empathize with them about their situation, 
you could understand why they are unmotivated to perform their tasks, or if all else 
fails, you could ask a higher authority to step in.  
 
The Bhagavad Gita also says a lot about leadership in verse 3.21: 
 
yad yad acarati sresthas, tat tad evetaro janah 
sa yat pramanam kurute, lokas tad anuvartate 
 
Translation: Whatever action is performed by a great man, common men follow in his 
footsteps. And whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues. 
 
We were also shown an example of bad leadership. This was when a cigarette company 
advertised cigarettes as one step closer to gender equality in order to get a larger 
percent of the population to begin smoking, even though they knew about the adverse 
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effects of smoking on the human body. It was highly unacceptable because they 
exploited people’s emotions to make money by pretending like they supported women. 
One of their famous slogans was “Lighting the torch to freedom”, which sounds great, 
except the marketing was for selfish reasons.  
 
Lastly, in the fourth class, we mainly focused on planning the temple skit that would 
be enacted on Janmashtami through zoom. Harini and Kirtan were the main co-
ordinators so they were in charge of planning everything and following it through with 
us. In class we heard the story, came up with ideas for ways to film, and chose each 
person’s roles. We decided that in the next class we would film, so it was important 
to discuss everything in this class. 
 

 
yathā hi puruṣasyeha 
viṣṇoḥ pādopasarpaṇam 
yad eṣa sarva-bhūtānāṁ 
priya ātmeśvaraḥ suhṛt 
 
Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 7, Chapter 6, Text 2 
 
Translation: The human form of life affords one a chance to return home, back to 
Godhead. Therefore, every living entity, especially in the human form of life, must 
engage in devotional service to the lotus feet of Lord Viṣṇu. This devotional service 
is natural because Lord Viṣṇu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the most 
beloved, the master of the soul, and the well-wisher of all other living beings. 
 
We started the month of July by remembering HH Bhakti Charu Maharaj and listening 
to his lecture on the above text. The major points covered in this verse are as follows 

1. The  importance of practicing devotional service at the very young age.  
2. What is the purpose of Human life? 
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3. What is right education according to scriptures. 
4. How important is to follow regulative principles. 

The entire text can be perused at click here 
 
The next week we discussed the following verse 
 

man-manā bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yājī māṁ namaskuru 
mām evaiṣyasi satyaṁ te 
pratijāne priyo ’si me 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 18, Text 65 
Translation: Always think of Me, become My devotee, worship Me and offer your 
homage unto Me. Thus, you will come to Me without fail. I promise you this because 
you are My very dear friend. 
 
 Krishna reveals to Arjuna, his dear friend about the most confidential knowledge about 
how one can become a pure devotee of the Lord , through a process by which he is 
certainly  can return to the abode of Krishna and will get an opportunity to  be engaged 
in the association of Krishna face to face.  
Actually, everyone has got a natural propensity to love and serve Krishna. But Instead 
of doing that we are going behind material happiness, and are getting frustrated in our 
life. So, Krishna is recommending, that if you simply follow these processes, that is 
man-manā bhava, “always think of Me.,” mad-bhaktaḥ: “You become My devotee., mad-
yājī  Worship me, māṁ Namaskuru offer your homage to me. Whoever does this, will 
go to Krishna’s place for sure. That’s his promise. So, one should become a pure 
devotee of Krishna and always think of him and act for him. Whoever understand this 
fact they are the great devotees.The entire text can be perused at click here 
 
The next week we discussed the following verse 
 

mayādhyakṣeṇa prakṛtiḥ 
sūyate sa-carācaram 

https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/index.php/2020/07/30/sunday-gita-class-summary-07-05-2020/
https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/index.php/2020/07/30/sunday-gita-class-summary-07-12-2020/
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hetunānena kaunteya 
jagad viparivartate 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 9, Text 10 
 
Translation: This material nature, which is one of My energies, is working under My 
direction, O son of Kuntī, producing all moving and nonmoving beings. Under its rule 
this manifestation is created and annihilated again and again. 
 
In this verse we learnt about  
 
1)What is this material nature?  
2)How is it related to us?  
3)How does the material nature work?  
4)What is our duty?  
The entire text can be perused at click here 
 

 

 
 

 
The Hare Krishna Temple of Austin had a novel idea to keep the kids engaged during 
the summer amidst the pandemic. Krishna Sakha camp conducted by Guruvani Mataji 

https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/index.php/2020/07/30/sunday-gita-class-summary-07-19-2020/
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was like an oasis for our kids during these times. We are sharing contributions from 
Karthik Lakhwani and Sevaya Gupta about their experiences with the camp 
 
Contribution by Karthik 
This summer on Monday June 29th 2020 we started our Online Krishna Sakha Camp 
- a camp where we got to learn about stories of Srimad Bhagavatam and their morals, 
Krishna Devotees (such as Narottam Das Thakur, Haridas Thakur, Ambarish Maharaja, 
Prthu maharaj, Vritrasura, Gajendra the elephant etc.),  Krishna Consciousness, Vedic 
Culture  and Drama from Gurvani Mataji  
 
Day 1 
Class started at 10 am in the morning so all the 18 Krishna Sakhas (18 camp students) 
rushed to join the online zoom meeting. 
We started our First day with a story from Srimad Bhagavatam - Gajendra - Canto 8 
Chapter 2,3,4 -  We heard the story of Gajendra ,his struggle with crocodile , his 
prayers to Vishnu and how Gajendra was a devotee in his last birth and was cursed 
to become an elephant , yet because of his past devotion , though he was in animal 
body, he could recite wonderful prayers.By listening to this story we learned that after 
we try again and again and we do not succeed we can take shelter from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and that devotional service is carried on from life to life, pure 
devotee’s curses and blessings will only give good results.  
 
Types of liberations 
We also learned about the types of liberations we get from our devotion - There are 
the 5 types of liberation 
 

1. Sālokya - After material liberation one is promoted to the planet where the 
Supreme Personality of  Godhead resides 

2. Sāmīpya - Remaining an associate of the Supreme Personality of  Godhead 
3. Sārūpya - Attaining a four-handed form exactly like that of the Lord 
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4. Sārṣṭi - Attaining opulences like those of Supreme lord 
5. Sāyujya - Merging into the Brahman effulgence of the Lord 

We also learned about the 4 types pious men who take the shelter of the Supreme 
personality of godhead -Namely one who is in danger, one who is in need of money, 
one who is searching for knowledge and- One who is inquisitive - Begin to take shelter 
of the Supreme personality of Godhead 
   
We also did some dramas in our journey of learning throughout the camp. These 
dramas were positive and negative meaning what good things to do with Krishna as a 
devotee and what bad things not to do. But we started off with the bad or “non-devotee 
like” things. 
 
In these dramas we would see that people sometimes use or bribe (karmakanda) 
Krishna to give them material luxuries, devotees that are attached to material items 
and do devotion as an assignment, and how some people just tell their elders that 
they are doing devotion but actually doing something else.  These Dramas were also 
really funny. 
 
Offering Bhoga 
 
We also learned the process of Offering Bhoga   

                               (Patram - Leaf - Shyama Tulsi Leaves)                      ( Pushpam - Flower- Aparajita Flower)  
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                                    (Phalam-Fruit-Guava)                                      (Toyam-Water) 
 

Day 2  
 We learned about Vritrasura, the devotee demon and importance of wearing  tilak        
We learned that there are 13 places on our body where we should apply tilaka and 
say Krishna’s names to get Krishna’s blessings on that part of the body. We also 
learned about Narottam Das Thakura. We got to practice Krishna Aarti on day 2 by 
listening to Mataji’s instructions. We also found out about the Varnasrama System 
 
Finally at the end of day 2 we learned about Ekadashi Fasting and learned about the 
importance of fasting on ekadashi days. Ekadashi Is 11 days from new moon and full 
moon. We fast on ekadashi day as an austerity for Krishna, Fasting makes your mind 
focused as there will be no distractions of planning meal and preparing a meal etc. 
We can also focus on our spiritual activity. Is also scientifically proven that fasting 
periodically improves cell repair and regenerations and prevents many diseases. 
 
Day 3  
Day 3 had begun with a discussion about Prithu maharaj and Haridas Thakur 
 
Praise  
We learned about how praise gives us a responsibility to do what we are being praised 
for. 
NEGATIVITY PRAISE CAN DO THE FOLLOWING  

● Praise can also distract us  
● Praise can develop a bad habit of doing things for praise only  

What we can do to avoid NEGATIVITY PRAISE 
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Good way to accept praise give credit to elders, parents and teachers and remind 
yourself not to get proud  
 
Day 4 - The final day  
Drama Part 2 - Time flies so fast ! It was the last day of summer camp. 
On this day we did a Drama of Ambarish Maharaja, a devotee of Krishna online on 
zoom ! each person said their lines and mata ji recorded them on zoom! 
                   
 
In the class many things happened all at once kids used to not know there camera 
was on and do funny things, Everyone shared their thoughts All these things were so 
interesting and had so much value in them so for me this was a great experience to 
learn about stories of Srimad Bhagavatam and their morals, Krishna Devotees,  Krishna 
Consciousness, Vedic Culture and many many more things from Gurvani Mataji   
THANK YOU MATAJI FOR ALL YOU SUPPORT AND TEACHINGS THROUGHOUT 
THE CLASS !! 
 
Contribution by Sevya 
“Vandya! Finish up your breakfast and come on, the class is starting!” Finally, my sister 
finished her food and we sat down to join the Summer Camp. We sat down and got 
ready for the first session. 
 
In the first session, we recited a variety of slokas from Bhagvatam and Bhagavad Gita. 
They were always linked to the stories that we heard later in the session or in the 
second session. One story we heard was the story about Maharaja Ambarisha and 
how he never desired anything for his own sense gratification, and he engaged all his 
senses in devotional service in various engagements related to the Lord. Another story 
that we heard was about Chitraketu on how he was not afraid of Parvati’s curse, and 
how the Lord helps the world by creating situations for the living entities within it.  An 
important thing that we learned was about praise and how it can distract us and we 
can develop a bad habit of doing things for praise only. We also were educated about 
the importance of cows, and the different varnasrama.  
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In the second session, we did several activities like we learned how to offer food to 
God and how to put Tilak and where you put it and the significance of the place we 
put Tilak. We also learned how to do Aarti with the proper materials and slokas. After 
that we started working on our skit.  It was really fun because it was based on the 
stories we had learned in the first session. We could imagine the story and reenact it. 
All the skit participants dressed up and made their props. Then, we added to our skit 
about the things we should not do at the temple. We all participated and added our 
own personality in the skit. It was really fun because after we finished filming it, we 
showed it to our parents and they didn't think that we could come up with so many 
things. Guruvani Mataji had individually sent lines for us to record at home, so when 
we watched the presentation with our parents, it was a surprise to us about what all 
the others had recorded 
Even during the Covid situation, we made the best use of technology and put together 
a skit that was similar to what we would have done if we could all meet and record 
the skit. All the summer camp participants adjusted and were really flexible about the 
virtual summer camp. Lastly, I would like to thank Guruvani Mataji for  taking all this 
time and taking a week off from her work just to do a summer camp for all of the kids 
and it was really fun and I would like to do it next time. 

 

iskconbookdistribution.com 
The details of the Book distribution done by our Sankirtan team for July 2020 are 
below. Thank you for the amazing service. 
 
Books Distributed 
Bhagavad Gita – 1 
Krishna – 1 
Nectar of Instructions – 1 

http://iskconbookdistribution.com/
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• 08/11 – Janmashtami Celebrations – 5 PM – 12:30 am - Online 

• 08/14 – Annada Ekadashi 

(significance https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/annada-ekadasi)  

Fast breaking time 08/15– 9:45 AM – 11:23 AM 

• 08/28 – Parshva Ekadashi 

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/parshva-ekadasi) 

Fast breaking time 08/29 07:06 AM – 11:23 AM 

All programs conducted at the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin (during the Covid Outbreak, all classes will be 
conducted online) 

• Kids Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Teens Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Bhakti Vriksha: 11:15 AM – 12:30 PM 

• Sunday Feast: 12:30 PM onwards 

 
Feedback and Contact 

Amit Ghodke - amitrekker@gmail.com  &  Amruta Birar – amu.gracious@gmail.com 
 

https://www.harekrishnatempleofaustin.com/
https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/sayana-ekadasi
https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/kamika-ekadasi
mailto:amu.gracious@gmail.com

