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HH Bhakti Charu Maharaj departed the world on the morning of July 4th.  
The Lord has given him the eternal shelter of Srila Prabhupada’s feet.  
 
Dear Devotees, 
 
Please accept our humble obeisance’s. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
It is with overwhelming heartache that we announce to you the departure of our beloved 
godbrother and a dear most servant of Srila Prabhupada, HisHoliness Bhakti Charu Swami. 
 
From his earliest days as a young devotee, Maharaja had the extraordinary privilege of serving 
as one of Srila Prabhupada's confidential, personal servants. And ever since, His Holiness 
Bhakti Charu Maharaja's life has been an offering of love at the lotus feet of his spiritual 
master. 
 
Indeed, there was not a service that Maharaja did not perform for the pleasure of Srila 
Prabhupada. As instructed in their very first meeting, Maharaja translated every one of Srila 
Prabhupada's written works into Bengali, the language of Srila Prabhupada's own birth. To fulfill 
this cherished order, Maharaja took on years of austerity, rising at midnight to carefully translate 
his spiritual master's divine words. 
 
Maharaja served as one of the most active members of the GBC Body, he was an initiating 
spiritual master with many dedicated disciples all over the world, and he shared Krishna 
consciousness in every segment of society from simple Bangladeshi villages to the British 
parliament. Maharaja encouraged and advised ISKCON leaders in management and spiritual 
topics, he saved more than one ISKCON project in times of despair and did his utmost to 
contribute to the welfare of the most vulnerable members of society. 
 
One of Maharaja's unique contributions was the "Abhay Charan" television series that brought 
the glorious life and pastimes of Srila Prabhupada to the world on an unprecedented scale. 
And most recently, Maharaja again heightened the glory of his spiritual master by building a 
marvelous temple and devotee community in the holy city of Ujjain. 
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Maharaja's voice, sweeter than honey, has immortalized many of our acaryas' prayers, and 
most famously, Maharaja's heartfelt rendition of the gopis' song of separation from the 10th 
Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam rings in our ears. Despite his position and many qualifications, 
both material and spiritual, Maharaja was a humble and loving gentleman who took pleasure 
in serving devotees. Indeed, one of Maharaja's favorite pastimes was to personally cook and 
serve prasadam for the devotees. As in all aspects of his service and gentle and cultured 
nature, Maharaja's cooking was highly refined and infused with bhakti. 
 
There are no words that provide solace when facing separation from such a glorious Vaisnava, 
but we can take some comfort in the fact that His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja lived 
constantly in meditation on how to serve Srila Prabhupada and his mission. Undoubtedly, he 
now continues that service under the direction of His Divine Grace. 
 
Let us offer true homage to Maharaja by continuing his legacy of service in our own lives. Let 
us commit ourselves, mind, body, and soul, to the service of Srila Prabhupada, following in the 
footsteps of his beloved servant, His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami. One of Maharaja's most 
cherished instructions from His Divine Grace was, "Your love for me will be show by how you 
cooperate together after I am gone." Now, in Maharaja's absence, we are reminded to take 
that instruction to heart and reaffirm our dedication to ISKCON, and to each other.We also 
commit ourselves, as Maharaja's servants, to assist and care for his loving disciples in his 
absence. It was very important to Maharaja that we operate as one family in Srila Prabhupada's 
service and we remind you today that although Maharaja is no longer physically present, you 
are protected by the shelter of many devotees who are ready to offer you the support you 
may require at this difficult time and in the future. 
 
As Maharaja often glorified Srila Prabhupada with the beautiful words of the gopis, let us also 
remember Maharaja as that most munificent Vaisnava who will eternally inspire the followers 
of Srila Prabhupada to share the glories of Lord Krishna: 
 
tava kathamrtam tapta-jivanam 
kavibhir iditam kalmasapaham 
sravana-mangalam srimad atatam 
bhuvi grnanti ye bhuri-da janah 
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"The nectar of Your words and the descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul of those 
suffering in this material world. These narrations, transmitted by learned sages, eradicate one’s 
sinful reactions and bestow good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are 
broadcast all over the world and are filled with spiritual power. Certainly, those who spread the 
message of Godhead are most munificent." 
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami ki jaya! 
Srila Prabhupada ki jaya! 
 
Hare Krsna, 
Your servants, 
Ramai Swami 
Bhakti Caitanya Swami 
Bhanu Swami, 
GBC Executive Committee 
 

 

रहूगणैतत्तपसा न यातत 
न चेज्यया तनर्वपणाद् गहृाद्र्ा । 
नच्छन्दसा नैर् जलाग्ननसूयै- 
र्र्वना महत्पादरजोऽभिषेकम ्॥ १२ ॥ 
 
rahūgaṇaitat tapasā na yāti 

na cejyayā nirvapaṇād gṛhād vā 

na cchandasā naiva jalāgni-sūryair 

vinā mahat-pāda-rajo-’bhiṣekam 

 

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 5, Chapter 12, Text 12 
 
TRANSLATION: My dear King Rahūgaṇa, unless one has the opportunity to smear his entire 
body with the dust of the lotus feet of great devotees, one cannot realize the Absolute 
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Truth. One cannot realize the Absolute Truth simply by observing celibacy [brahmacarya], 
strictly following the rules and regulations of householder life, leaving home as a vānaprastha, 
accepting sannyāsa, or undergoing severe penances in winter by keeping oneself submerged 
in water or surrounding oneself in summer by fire and the scorching heat of the sun. There 
are many other processes to understand the Absolute Truth, but the Absolute Truth is only 
revealed to one who has attained the mercy of a great devotee. 
 
PURPORT: Actual knowledge of transcendental bliss can be bestowed upon anyone by a pure 
devotee. Vedeṣu durlabham adurlabham ātma-bhaktau. One cannot attain the perfection of 
spiritual life simply by following the directions of the Vedas. One has to approach a pure 
devotee: anyābhilāṣitā-śūnyaṁ jñāna-karmādy-anāvṛtam. By the grace of such a devotee, one 
can understand the Absolute Truth, Kṛṣṇa, and one’s relationship with Him. A materialistic 
person sometimes thinks that simply by executing pious activities and remaining at home one 
can understand the Absolute Truth. That is denied in this verse. Nor can one understand the 
Absolute Truth simply by observing the rules and regulations of brahmacarya (celibacy). One 
only has to serve the pure devotee. That will help one understand the Absolute Truth without 
fail. 

 
तमेर् शरणं गच्छ सर्विार्ेन िारत । 
तत्रसादात्परां शाग्न्तं स्थानं राप्सस्यभस शाश्र्तम ्॥ ६२ ॥ 
 

tam eva śaraṇaṁ gaccha 

sarva-bhāvena bhārata 

tat-prasādāt parāṁ śāntiṁ 

sthānaṁ prāpsyasi śāśvatam 

 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 18, Text 62 
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TRANSLATION: O scion of Bharata, surrender unto Him utterly. By His grace you will 
attain transcendental peace and the supreme and eternal abode. 
 
Srila Prabhupada opens the purport of this verse with the following sentences – “A living entity 
should therefore surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is situated in 
everyone’s heart, and that will relieve him from all kinds of miseries of this material existence. 
By such surrender, not only will one be released from all miseries in this life, but at the end 
he will reach the Supreme God.” 
 
This verse reminded me of story that I recently read, related to the experience of one of the 
devotees of Vitthala. In the state of Maharashtra, India, there is a section of Vithhala devotees 
called Varkari’s. During the month of Aashad, a lot of Varkari devotees undertake hundreds of 
miles of an on-foot pilgrimage to Pandharpur, where the deities of Vitthala and Rukmini are 
present. This story centers around what a devotee is and how the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead comes to the rescue of the devotees. The story goes like this -  
 
“There was news that two Coronavirus patients had been identified in Govind Apartments and 
this created commotion in the entire apartment community. 70-year-old Joshi uncle and aunty 
were affected by Coronavirus. Since they had minor symptoms, they were advised to manage 
their symptoms at home itself. The administration had come and sealed their level, so that 
people could stay away from that level or exercise caution. A neighbor, Meera, was getting 
nonstop calls from her friends and relatives, inquiring superficially about the situation and 
lamenting, “Now what will you do, oh my god”etc.  Meera was totally exhausted answering 
these phones. The apartment people had completely isolated Joshi uncle and aunty, both 
physically and verbally. Meera was wondering why no one was inquiring about how they are 
going to manage being an elderly couple, with no one to take care of them.  
 
Meanwhile, uncle and aunty were running high temperature and had no energy whatsoever 
left. Somehow aunty cooked khichadi and both of them ate and were resting. Aunty was 
calling out to Vitthala “Panduranga, why these times on us? What did we do wrong? Where 
did we fall short in our devotion? What will happen to us now?” Uncle asked her to calm 
down and said, nothing will happen to them.  
 
In Meera’s apartment, she was trying to calm her mind. She ventured into her library and 
found a book her late grandma had gifted her “Stories of Saints”. Meera took the book and 
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sat in front of her grandma’s picture and started reading the stories. Memories of 
grandmother flooded her eyes. Meera’s grandma also used to take the on foot pilgrimage to 
Pandharpur. Meera used to ask her the meaning of being a “Varkari”. Her grandma told her 
“Just because someone took the pilgrimage to Pandharpur doesn’t make them a Varkari. 
Whoever sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead in everyone and everything, who follows 
the principles of humanity, kindness to all, that person is a true Varkari”. 
 
As soon as Meera remembered this words of her grandma, she immediately got up, went to 
the kitchen. Prepared a hot meal and soup and dropped it at uncle and aunty’s doorstep. 
After coming home, she called up uncle and told him to pick up the food from the doorstep 
and that she will be providing all meals for them until they get better. Uncle tried to dissuade 
saying she is forgetting what has happened to them. But she didn’t give up. From that day 
onwards, she provided all the meals and hot soups and milk to them. After about 15 days, 
one afternoon, Joshi uncle called up Meera. She started saying “Uncle, sorry today I was a 
little late. I will drop the meal in 15 mins”. Uncle asked her to not worry and that he was 
calling to tell her that they are fully recovered now.  Aunty took the phone from uncle and 
said to Meera that she came to their rescue like God himself. After the conversation, Aunty 
lit a lamp in front of Vitthala and asked His forgiveness. Meera also lit a lamp in front of 
Vitthala and asked His Mercy to continue embodying the spirit of a devotee in her” 
 
Through this story and many such stories, we experience the presence of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and His mercy. We should also accept all conditions and situations 
with equilibrium and trust in the divine. Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare 
Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. 
 

By Ashmita Kalyanaraman 
This month, we began with self-improvement. To accomplish 
this, each one of us created a list of three big failures that we 
faced and three ways we managed to overcome the failure. 
However, if we didn’t end up succeeding after several tries, we were supposed to write down 
what we learned from the experience and the growth that helped us make our peace with it. 
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Finally, by the end of the class, we had to decide if we were going to save the failure page, 
the growth page, both pages, or choose to throw away both. Each decision implied something. 
People who threw away both pages expressed that they tended to remember things mentally 
instead of using papers and probably wouldn’t be able to find the piece of paper at a later 
date anyway. Next, people who chose to save the growth page explained that they would 
definitely remember the failure, but the growth could be relied on in other situations as well. 
This exercise helped each one of us contemplate our life and the path we took that led to our 
current position.  
  
In the second class of June, we discussed the current situation of racial injustice and inequality. 
During which we were asked how we felt about the police brutality that many African-Americans 
face. This led to the question of whether racism is something you believe in or behave? The 
final idea was that we needed to improve ourselves before we could work on helping others. 
A lot of people in the world today are a part of systemic racism and the only way to change 
that is to educate yourself in order to abolish the injustice. In the next class, we began with 
an anonymous website that allows you to submit responses. We were asked to send in notes 
about the information we had learned and the actions that we can take in the current situation. 
A few common actions were signing petitions, donating, and protesting. However, many of us 
felt that signing petitions and educating ourselves was the best thing, considering our age.  
 
Verse 5.18 from the Bhagavad Gita, says: 
vidyā-vinaya-sampanne brāhmaṇe gavi hastini 
śhuni chaiva śhva-pāke cha paṇḍitāḥ sama-darśhinaḥ 
 
Translations: The truly learned, with the eyes of divine knowledge, see with equal vision a 
Brahmin, a cow, an elephant, a dog, and a dog-eater. 
 
This means that we should look upon all people as equal in order to be truly knowledgeable. 
As our country goes through the black lives matter movement, it’s important to control our 
perspective and know that everyone is equal and is deserving of respect. It is not justified to 
judge someone based on superficial facts, such as the color of their skin. The change is within 
yourself because until we do this, we cannot help others.  
 
The last class of this month happened to fall on Father’s Day, so we conversed about our 
plans and how we were going to celebrate this memorable occasion. The main subject of this 
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week's class was Leadership. Some famous leaders are Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, etc. Leadership is most important in a crisis, without a 
good leader, people are led astray. This brought the conversation over to servant leadership, 
which happens when the employees feel heard and respected, instead of feeling ignored and 
unimportant. A good leader models the behavior expected by others, encourages them to 
contribute, and challenges their protégés to reach the potential with them. This class taught us 
that leadership is not about yourself and getting your way, instead about how many people 
you help on the way.  

 
sarva-dharmān parityajya 
mām ekaṁ śaraṇaṁ vraja 
ahaṁ tvāṁ sarva-pāpebhyo 
mokṣayiṣyāmi mā śucaḥ 
 
Translation: Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you 
from all sinful reactions. Do not fear. 
 
We started the month of June by discussing verse 66 from Chapter 18. From the onset of the 
Bhagvad Gita, Krishna is expelling the ethical conflict Arjuna is facing regarding fighting for the 
righteous cause and killing his relatives. Arjuna is thinking from the material point of view, due 
to the covering of Yogamaya. The Lord who is the protector of all Dharma, establisher of 
Dharma says that Arjuna should give up all the processes that have been explained to him 
earlier (such as Karma Yoga, Bhakti Yoga, Gynana Yoga) and just simply surrender to me. We 
may play different roles in our life, sometimes we are professional, sometimes we are family 
members, sometimes we are citizens, have a social life and so when there is conflict among 
the roles we have to go beyond the roles to the essence of whom we are.  He also explains 
to Arjuna that he is not a member of a Kuru dynasty, nor a Kshatriya but a spirit soul and as 
a spirit soul, you are meant to serve the whole and that whole is Krishna.  
 
How does one surrender to the Lord? 
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By showing Uttama Bhakti or Unalloyed devotion unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Unalloyed love means love that is not tinged by desire for material benefit, for mere philosophical 
understanding, mental speculation nor for fruitive results and it should be favorably fixed on 
Krishna. Bhaktivinoda Thakura has elaborated on the wordsharanam. In his collection of songs 
titled Saranagati(“The Goal of Surrender”), he gives us a conceptual orientation of what pure 
surrender looks like and how we can practice to achieve the status of a sharanagata, a fully 
surrendered devotee.  
 
He describes the six practices of those serious about dedicating their lives to Krishna:  

• Accepting things favorable to devotional service (Chanting, Associate with devotees, 4 
regulative principles) 

• Rejecting things unfavorable to devotional service (Pride, Lust, Greed, Anger, Envy, 
Association with non-devotees, material conditioning, dualities of happiness and distress) 

• Accepting that Krishna is our only maintainer 
• Accepting that Krishna is our only protector 
• Developing a deep sense of humility. Lord Caitanya says, “A person with all good 

qualities is bent down with humility, like a tree full of fruit. 
• Fully giving ourselves for the purpose of Guru and Krishna. 

 
Principles favorable to the execution of devotional service 

1. Being enthusiastic - The Enthusiasm or action should be dovetailing all our actions in 
the service of Krishna and the endeavor executed with intelligence in Kṛishna 
consciousness is called Utsaha. 

2. Endeavoring with Confidence - Anyone, who practices devotional service in strict 
confidence has nothing to lose, for he is giving the greatest service to the family. 
Because in relationship with him, his father, mother, anyone, they will be liberated 

3. Be Patient - In the beginning of practicing Krishna consciousness some neophyte 
devotees will have doubts whether any transformation is occurring, whether there is really 
any change of heart, but determined practice over years will surely bear fruit. Patience 
is bitter, but the fruit is sweet 

4. Acting according to regulative principles 
5. Abandoning association of non-devotees 
6. Following in the footsteps of the previous Acharya’s 
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The next week we discussed, verse 3 from Chapter 7 related to achieving perfection in the 
process of devotion. 
 

manuṣyāṇāṁ sahasreṣu  
kaścid yatati siddhaye  
yatatām api siddhānāṁ  

kaścin māṁ vetti tattvataḥ 
 
Translation: Out of many thousands among men, one may endeavor for perfection, and of 
those who have achieved perfection, hardly one knows Me in truth. 
 
The thousands of men are those who are actually only worried about the body. They are 
thinking about eating, sleeping, mating, defending and whatever they do in their life is just an 
extension of these activities. It is not that they are atheist, they do believe in God or worship 
Krishna, but mainly for things with respect to the categories mentioned above.  
 
Among these people some may think why I am doing these things. Every day I have to work, 
earn well, it is always same routine, same cycle. They start to think slowly, “What am I doing”,” 
Whom am I originally? “, “How can I come out of this suffering?”. If this thought comes that 
means it is a start of endeavoring for perfection, they are trying to educated about self, about 
the soul, about the material body.  
 
Perfection means they are successful in neglecting the influence of material body and realizing 
that they are spirit soul and they are also successful in getting out of the sufferings of this 
material world. There are many ways that people try to achieve this perfection such as Dhyana 
Yoga, Jnana Yoga. Srila Prabupada says that these Dhyana yogis or Jnana yogis they are not 
realizing that though they are coming out of material influences the siddhis or mystic power 
they are obtaining that also are material in nature. Hence, they fall short of achieving perfection. 
But for devotees the focus is completely different. They think that Krishna is the Supreme 
Personality of God head, and he is the part and parcel of Krishna, not this material body, and 
his duty is to serve Krishna,  he always think how can he serve Krishna in a way which makes 
him happy, and  he completely stop thinking about himself getting out of sufferings of material 
world, instead he completely focuses only on Krishna, he will develop interest to know more 
about Krishna. This will help them to come out of the bodily conception of life. We don’t have 
to make a separate endeavor for that. So, when we change our outlook from “myself” to be 
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the “servant of Krishna”, the perfection which you get from other process slowly manifest in 
you automatically. 
 
So how can we implement every knowledge spoken in Bhagavad Gita. It is by careful 
Introspection of ourselves. That is trying to figure out what kind of a person we are, what are 
the defects we have, what are the good qualities we have, what are the negative qualities we 
have like anger, envy, pride, greed etc., what are the obstructions in our path preventing us 
from doing your Sadhana to Krishna. We have to make a note of it, and always try to improve. 
 
The next week we discussed verse 14, Chapter 9 where Krishna talks about who is a Mahatma 
and what is the process for attaining the stage of a Mahatma. 
 

satataṁ kīrtayanto māṁ  

yatantaś ca dṛḍha-vratāḥ  

namasyantaś ca māṁ bhaktyā  

nitya-yuktā upāsate 
Translation: Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great determination, bowing down 
before Me, these great souls perpetually worship Me with devotion 
 
In this verse “MAHATMA” is defined as a person who is always engaged in the service of 
Krishna, who is attached to Krishna and has no other business. So, anyone in spiritual life and 
following Krishna consciousness is considered as a “MAHATMA”. So, if we have got the 
opportunity to chant or get the association with devotees, we are considered as some unique 
persons or rare souls. Out of millions of people only some people will become actually Krishna 
consciousness. Even if we don’t take up the process completely just chanting a round on our 
Japa beads, immediately we become Krishna consciousness by our endeavor. So, we have to 
take the fullest advantage of the opportunity and actually become “MAHATMAS”. One who 
knows Krishna is a “MAHATMA” and one who practices Krishna consciousness is also 
considered as a “MAHATMA”. We have the responsibility to practice and preach. Unless we 
practice, there is no question of preaching. 
 
Krishna says in this verse “satataṁ kīrtayanto māṁ “. “Satatam “means always chant his 
glories. It is said in Sri Caitanya- caritamrta, ideally, we should chant 64 rounds of Hare Krishna 
Maha Mantra. If you don’t do that you are not considered as a devotee. But our spiritual 
master Srila Prabupad is so merciful that he gave us a concession to chant 16 rounds on our 
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Japa mala every day. It is always best to chant early morning hours or Brahma Muhurta time 
where the mode of goodness is high. Try to finish your Japa during that time, or try to finish 
as much as you can. This will enable you to be spiritually charged. Like how you charge your 
cell phone for using it for entire day, same way if you are spiritually charged you will be able 
to do other materialistic activities successfully.  
 
The process of Krishna Consciousness is tough at times, with so much rules and regulations. 
We think it is better to practice spiritual life later in our life (old age) and just focus on our 
material life right now by accumulating money, various assets and properties. But we ourselves 
don’t know whether we are going to live the very next moment. As we age, we are getting 
closer to the end of our life. We all have a dead line. If we just put all our energy and attention 
on achieving something materially then our life is a failure. This whole material world is the 
place of misery, so we cannot complain when we are in a miserable condition. This place is 
designed to be “duhkhalayam”. So as devotees what we have to take is, consider these 
miseries or calamities as a continuous reminder given by Krishna to remind us that is not our 
place, and we should try to get out of this place and that should be our endeavor. 
 
Sometimes devotees think that they are not pure, they don’t have the 26 qualities that a 
devotee should have, and hence cannot be a “MAHATMA”. This can be explained with an 
example. Mango is considered as a king of fruits. Ripe mango is very sweet, juicy and everyone 
can relish its taste. A devotee is considered a Mango here. Some are in unripe stage right 
now; the flavor is not manifested this time. But we need not worry. If we continue the path of 
Krishna consciousness in our daily life we also become like a ripe mango, all the 26 qualities 
of the devotees manifest automatically, making us a “MAHATMA”. Srila Prabupad gives another 
example everyone has some qualities or talents. Some are proficient in art, music etc. ultimately, 
we all of us are pure devotees, there is no doubt about it. Every talent Srila Prabupad considers 
as “Zero”. We may have many talents. But if we add “ONE” to “ZERO” then immediately its 
value rises from “ZERO” and becomes hundred, thousand, ten thousand, million, billion. The 
“ONE” here is Krishna. So whatever talents use it in service of Krishna.  
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We had the fortune of hosting, HG Gauranga Das Prabhu on June 27th and listen to his lecture 
on the Glories of the Holy Name. A brief introduction of Prabhu - In the last three decades of 
his life’s journey, Gauranga Prabhu has touched and transformed countless lives through his 
activities and different roles he has been adapting, to drive change in society. He is an 
environmental steward and is serving as the Director of Govardhan Ecovillage, a model farm 
community located on the outskirts of Mumbai. He has implemented many sustainable green 
initiatives there including Water Conservation, Green Buildings, Waste Management, Alternative 
energy etc.  
 
As an emerging social reformer, he is facilitating various social and economic interventions to 
help the tribals in the villages. He led India to win the United Nations Award for Excellence 
and Innovation in Sustainable Tourism by presenting Govardhan Ecovillage case study of 
“Ecotourism as a catalyst for Rural Development” in January of 2017. Under his guidance, 
Govardhan Ecovillage has won more than 28 awards in last 5 years including the International 
Green World Award for Sustainable Waste Management, National Award for Excellence in 
Renewable Energy etc.  
 
He recently received the title of IGBC Fellow from the Indian Green Building Council for his 
outstanding contribution to the green building movement in India. He is an inspirational speaker 
and has spoken in various events like TEDx, Google headquarters etc. He is involved in the 
leadership and organizational development of ISKCON organization in various capacities 
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including being one of the Temple Presidents of ISKCON Chowpatty. He is a B.Tech. Graduate 
from IIT Bombay. 
 
Prabhu discussed the glories of the Holy Name from the Antya lila of Chaitanya Charitamrita 
and the past times of Thakura Haridasa. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu approached Thakura Haridasa 
one day and says “I am in great distress, O Haridasa, because in this age of Kaliyuga the 
number of Yavanas are too many. Yavanas are ones who indulge in two activities - Go himsa 
and Brahmana himsa and trying to put down Brahminical culture. The Yavanas have no good 
behavior at all. Their main characteristics are their misbehavior and no control over their senses. 
So seeing the situation of Kaliyuga, I am feeling extremely morose and hopeless. How do we 
take care of all these souls in Kaliyuga who are engaged in sense gratification?   
 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is in a state of reflection, contemplation and he is also feeling a sense 
of discouragement. And so, the cause of his discouragement, he expresses in the next verse. 
How is it possible for all of these people to be delivered? I do not see any reason, method 
and means by which they can be delivered. So how can they all be delivered, please reveal 
to me? Although Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is the Personality of Godhead, he requires support, 
encouragement and inspiration, to practice the process of delivering the souls, because in due 
course of time, all of us in this material world, go through ups and downs. The main principle 
here is that no one can practice Krishna Consciousness in solitude. Nobody can practice 
Krishna Consciousness in isolation. Nobody can practice Krishna Consciousness thinking that I 
don’t need anybody. No, everybody requires association of devotees, everybody requires the 
presence of those who can encourage and inspire us, in the onward journey of Krishna 
Consciousness. Therefore, if we want a sustainable Krishna conscious life, then we need to 
depend on the association of devotees.  
 
One of the main functions of the association is to give encouragement to each other and to 
give inspiration to each other. We need to inspire each other that the process will work and 
the solutions are there in the chanting of the Holy Name. So Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is 
taking the role of someone who needs encouragement from Thakura Haridasa. So therefore, 
Thakur Haridasa plays the role and offers the seva of encouraging Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. And 
this is a very important function and role of the devotees in devotee association. At whatever 
stage of bhakti we may be and whatever challenges and difficulties we may be going through 
in the practice of the process, it is the very important responsibility and duty of every devotee, 
to encourage the other devotee in their onward journey. We should speak and share our advice 
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in a way which is encourage to the devotee and not discouraging. If you just tell somebody 
that, Oh you have such a problem, there is no hope for you. Then that person will become 
very discouraged in the practice. And therefore the sangha of devotees is meant to encourage 
and not discourage. And Haridasa Thakura at this point says, “Don’t be in anxiety my dear 
Lord. In fact I see that very soon none of these Yavannas, will actually see material existence. 
They will be liberated” And therefore please do not be in anxiety and don’t experience dukha 
in your heart. Prabhupada writes a very nice purport for this particular verse. Prabhupada says, 
that this particular verse describes the attitude and character of a dedicated servant. What is 
the main symptom of a dedicated servant? The dedicated servant is one who makes it a point 
to give encouragement to his master. So Haridasa Thakura is trying to give encouragement to 
his master Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. The first response of a dedicated servant is to be 
“Don’t worry”, “Don’t be in anxiety?,I will take care of this. I will make sure that this problem 
is sorted out. So therefore as soon as a dedicated devotee gets an opportunity of doing seva, 
his first response should be to tell the master to not worry and not be in anxiety. That is the 
meaning of being a dedicated servant. That one is willing and open to executing the master’s 
order and trying to relieve the anxiety of the master. The most important principle is, that as 
a servant, we are meditating on the anxiety of the master, and by developing anxiety about 
the anxiety of the master, then we will be able to overcome our own personal anxiety. That is 
the difference between the yogic path and the bhakti path. So we are not in Karma Yoga, We 
are not in Jnana yoga, we are not in Ashtanga Yoga, we are in Bhakti Yoga. What is the 
process of becoming free from anxiety in Bhakti yoga? It is that we borrow the anxiety of our 
master. And then taking the anxiety of our master on our head, we are able to then completely 
absorb ourselves and meditate on that anxiety, we forget our own anxiety. This is a crucial 
point that Haridasa thakur is presenting here. One of the very important aspect of seva or 
servant is to speak words to encourage. Yes, it is important to act, but along with the acting, 
we should also speak and communicate in a way which is encouraging and inspiring. Therefore, 
Thakura Haridasa is willing to take that responsibility of validating, the power and glory of the 
holy name on behalf of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. The Holy name is such that pure devotees 
chant the name of Rama and Yavannas also say Ha Rama Ha Rama, but they do so in a 
derogatory way. It is described that, One time a Mleccha, was attacked by a wild boar, and 
as he was dying in great anger he cursed the boar, Haram, Haram, but because the word had 
Ha Ram, the Mleccha got mukti or liberation. Ajamil had 4 disqualifications, but inspite of that 
he still got liberated. I was talking to a college student and asked him, “who is your most 
favorite shastric character?”Immediately he said, Ajamil is my favorite. Among so many great 
souls, only person you can think of is Ajamil. Why is that? He said, Ajamil enjoyed his whole 
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life in sense gratification and still got liberation, I like that combination. Ajamil was a special 
case, orchestrated in such a way that we could discuss it in Bhagvatam and learn from it. You 
and me, may not have that privilege. So better be careful. First disqualification of Ajamil was, 
he chanted the holy name with feeling only at the time of death, not regularly. But still he got 
liberated. So how much more opportunity we have to be liberated, and to attain Krishna, if we 
chant on a regular basis, all our life. Second, Ajamil didn’t call out to Lord Vishnu, he called 
out to his son - O Narayan, Narayan. So instead of calling someone else, we directly call the 
lord, how much more benefit we will get. So Bhagvatam is saying, instead of calling out to 
someone else, get into the practice of calling out to the Lord directly, every single day. Lord 
Varaha Dev in Varaha Puran, is giving a beautiful description, where he is mentioning that yes 
at the time of death, we may not have all our faculties functioning properly. But if somebody 
has spent his entire life chanting Krishnas name, and accepting Krishna as the origin and the 
cause of the universe and the unborn, transcendental, then Varaha Dev says that such a 
person, after having chanted all his life, just at the time of death, sometimes we may go into 
coma, sometimes we may be in a very delirious condition, we may not be in a position to 
chant. There may be tubes within our mouth and nose, there may be other kind of things. On 
the death bed, when somebody is in a totally helpless state, and if his body is become 
completely motionless, can’t understand, recognize anything. Such condition may happen during 
death. Exit door for the soul at the time of death may not always be very rosy, it may become 
very painful, when you are not even conscious, how can you think of Krishna and chant his 
name at the time of death. So Varaha dev is telling Bhumi devi, if that devotee has remembered 
me all his life, at the time of his death, I will remember my devotee. I will personally come 
and take that devotees soul with me to the spiritual world. Therefore, we should know the 
advantage of chanting sincerely and diligently on a regular basis. Through this process, attention 
of the supreme lord is attracted, and the lord actually takes us with him, to the spiritual world 
at the right time. Third disqualification of Ajamil, he was not even following any principles till 
the time of death. He was leading a very sinful life till death. Fourth disqualification - Ajamil 
had never heard about the various glories of the holy name till death. Inspire of not knowing 
anything about Krishna’s glories, still he got the benefit. Therefore, here the Kaimutiki nyay is 
used. It refers to how much more. So if Ajamil got so much benefit without doing anything, 
how much more benefit we will get by totally focussing and getting inspired, and if we are very 
very diligently practicing the process of Krishna Consciousness. So Thakura Haridasa says, By 
Hearing the Holy name the moving living entities are definitely responding by their chanting, 
but when you chant the holy name it appears that the trees are not responding, and if you 
shout in middle of forest, you may hear only an echo. But it is not the echo, it is the trees 
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kirtan. We should never underestimate the chanting of the holy names. They have the power 
to transform and churn the heart of even of the trees which have the lowest consciousness, 
what to speak of the human beings. So he says that when the holy name is chanted and the 
name resounds, in the entire universe, the entire world chants the holy name, the moving and 
non moving things, they also start responding and chanting the holy names in great ecstasy. 
You have brought the holy name to deliver the entire planet. So, if they holy name can deliver 
even the tress, then why are you in anxiety, my dear Lord, about the holy names ability to 
deliver the conditioned souls in the form of the Mlecchas. Therefore, you should not be in 
anxiety. You give up your anxiety, because it seems you have forgotten the power of what you 
have brought and shared with the entire world. Since Haridasa Thakura was the topmost 
devotee, Lord Chaitany Mahaprabhu felt great reassurance and became convinced. In Summary,  

• Chanting of the holy name is the safest insurance. It is the most dependable and reliable 
insurance we can invest in as far as the future security of our soul is concerned. 

• No matter however advanced we may be, each one of us requires the associate of 
devotees, who can actually reveal to us the various solutions to the problems we are 
facing. Therefore, devotees should never think that we can practice Krishna 
Consciousness alone. That feeling may come when things are going well, but when 
things are not going well that feeling may come where we need the support of other 
devotees 

 

Inspirational story of book distribution from https://www.iskconbookdistribution.com 
 
Miracles happen on Sankirtana 
Over the past year, I’ve had a few health issues, so regularly going on sankirtan was put on 
hold. Recently, though, I was able to do a book table at the Vegan and Art festivals for our 
Sankirtana Team in ISKCON Alachua. 
I headed up a new party and drove more than an hour with two other ladies to the Vegan 
festival. When I arrived, I felt the effects of my tired material, miserable body. 
Then, on top of that, I was having a hard time getting people to stop. 
My teammate said, “Don’t worry. Just try everyone, no matter what!” 
Along came a family: two adults and three children with bright faces. Families are hard to 
approach, but I said to them, “We’re showing books on yoga to everyone.” 



 

 19 

The man stopped, smiled, and said, “I’m a yoga master.” 
I responded, “I can see you are a spiritual person. This book tells you what to think about 
when you do asanas.” 
I opened the Bhagavad-gita to a changing-body picture and used Vaisesika’s guidelines on 
selling the Gita on its own merit. I engaged the children is seeing where they are on the 
picture. When I asked for a donation, I said that we have a three-book package. 
The man wanted that package and asked how much. I replied with the mantra that “Some 
people give their lives, but ‘donation’ means to give from your heart, so give what you can. 
Keep it under a thousand dollars.” 
He took out money from his pocket, and I saw many single dollars. He was thumbing 
through them till he reached a one-hundred note. I thought for sure that he would give me 
all his ones, but he handed me the hundred-dollar bill with a smile. 
I thanked him (and Krsna in the heart) very kindly, and also gave him the new book, Inner 
Yoga. That was my first donation of the day. Miracles happen on sankirtana. 
Thanking Srila Prabupada and Lord Caitanya for their mercy in engaging me and enlivening 
me in Their service, I remain 
Your servant, 
Gopa Patni Devi Dasi 
 iskconbookdistribution.com 
The details of the Book distribution done by our Sankirtan team for June 2020 are below. 
Thank you for the amazing service. 
 
Date Books Distributed 
06/01/2020 – 06/30/2020 Higher Taste – 1 

Krishna – 1 
Beyond Birth and Death – 1  

• 07/01 – Sayana Ekadashi 

(significance https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/sayana-ekadasi)  

Fast breaking time 07/02 – 6:63 AM – 11:14 AM 

Jagannath Puri Rath Yatra 

• 07/05 – First month of Chaturmasya begins.  Fasting from Shak (green leafy vegetables) for one month 

http://iskconbookdistribution.com/
https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/sayana-ekadasi
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• 07/13 –Founding Day (As per the Founding Document: CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION OF ISKCON) 

• 07/16 – Kamika Ekadashi 

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/kamika-ekadasi) 

Fast breaking time 07/17 06:41 AM – 11:18 AM 

• 07/30 – Pavitropana Ekadashi 

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/pavitropana-ekadasi) 

Fast breaking time 07/31 – 06:49 AM – 11:21 AM 

All programs conducted at the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin (during the Covid Outbreak, all classes will be 
conducted online) 

• Kids Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Teens Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Bhakti Vriksha: 11:15 AM – 12:30 PM 

• Sunday Feast: 12:30 PM onwards 

 
Feedback and Contact 

Amit Ghodke - amitrekker@gmail.com  &  Amruta Birar – amu.gracious@gmail.com 
 

https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/kamika-ekadasi
https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/pavitropana-ekadasi
mailto:amu.gracious@gmail.com

