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Surrender to Succeed

 

What started as a congregation of 5 devotees seven 
years ago, slowly expanded as the desire to hear 
about Krishna and His teachings through the 
Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagvatam, spread like 
a wild-fire. After years of assembling at various 
devotees homes, by the mercy of Krishna and 
Vaisnavas, we found a humble abode, to serve the 
deities and teach the Vedic culture to everyone. 
Late September, the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin 
opened at 1003 Adventure Lane, Austin, TX. With 
programs like Sunday School for age groups 5-18, 
yoga classes and Sunday feast, the center caters to 
close to 70 devotees every week. Come experience 
the eternal joy of bhakti with us! 
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अहो कष्टं भ्रष्टोऽहमात्मवतामनुपथाद्यद्ववमुक्तसमस्तसङ्गस्य 
ववववक्तपुण्यारण्यशरणस्यात्मवत आत्मनन सवेषामात्मनां भगवनत 
वासुदेवे 
तदनुश्रवणमननसङ्कीततनाराधनानुस्मरणाभभयोगेनाशून्यसकलयामेन 
कालेन समावेभशतं समाहहतं कात्स्नन्येन मनस्ततु्त पुनमतमाबुधस्यारान्मगृसुतमनु पररसुस्राव 
॥ २९ ॥ 
 
aho kaṣṭaṁ bhraṣṭo ’ham ātmavatām anupathād yad-vimukta-samasta-saṅgasya 

vivikta-puṇyāraṇya-śaraṇasyātmavata ātmani sarveṣām ātmanāṁ bhagavati 

vāsudeve tad-anuśravaṇa-manana-saṅkīrtanārādhanānusmaraṇābhiyogenāśūnya-

sakala-yāmena kālena samāveśitaṁ samāhitaṁ kārtsnyena manas tat tu punar 

mamābudhasyārān mṛga-sutam anu parisusrāva. 

 

Srimad Bhagavatam: Canto 5, Chapter 8, Text 29 
 
TRANSLATION : In the body of a deer, Bharata Mahārāja began to lament: What 
misfortune! I have fallen from the path of the self-realized. I gave up my real sons, 
wife and home to advance in spiritual life, and I took shelter in a solitary holy place in 
the forest. I became self-controlled and self-realized, and I engaged constantly in 
devotional service — hearing, thinking, chanting, worshiping and remembering the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vāsudeva. I was successful in my attempt, so much 
so that my mind was always absorbed in devotional service. However, due to my 
personal foolishness, my mind again became attached — this time to a deer. Now I 
have obtained the body of a deer and have fallen far from my devotional practices. 
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PURPORT: Due to his stringent execution of devotional service, Mahārāja Bharata could 
remember the activities of his past life and how he was raised to the spiritual platform. 
Due to his foolishness, he became attached to an insignificant deer and thus fell down 
and had to accept the body of a deer. This is significant for every devotee. If we 
misuse our position and think that we are fully engaged in devotional service and can 
do whatever we like, we have to suffer like Bharata Mahārāja and be condemned to 
accept the type of body that impairs our devotional service. Only the human form is 
able to execute devotional service, but if we voluntarily give this up for sense 
gratification, we certainly have to be punished. This punishment is not exactly like that 
endured by an ordinary materialistic person. By the grace of the Supreme Lord, a 
devotee is punished in such a way that his eagerness to attain the lotus feet of Lord 
Vāsudeva is increased. By his intense desire, he returns home in the next lifetime. 
Devotional service is very completely described here: tad-anuśravaṇa-manana-
saṅkīrtanārādhanānusmaraṇābhiyogena. The constant hearing and chanting of the glories 
of the Lord is recommended in Bhagavad-gītā: satataṁ kīrtayanto māṁ yatantaś ca 
dṛḍha-vratāḥ. Those who have taken to Kṛṣṇa consciousness should be very careful that 
not a single moment is wasted and that not a single moment is spent without chanting 
and remembering the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His activities. By His own 
actions and by the actions of His devotees, Kṛṣṇa teaches us how to become cautious 
in devotional service. Through the medium of Bharata Mahārāja, Kṛṣṇa teaches us that 
we must be careful in the discharge of devotional service. If we want to keep our 
minds completely fixed without deviation, we must engage them in devotional service 
full time. As far as the members of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
are concerned, they have sacrificed everything to push on this Kṛṣṇa consciousness 
movement. Yet they must take a lesson from the life of Bharata Mahārāja to be very 
cautious and to see that not a single moment is wasted in frivolous talk, sleep or 
voracious eating. Eating is not prohibited, but if we eat voraciously we shall certainly 
sleep more than required. Sense gratification ensues, and we may be degraded to a 
lower life form. In that way our spiritual progress may be checked at least for the time 
being. The best course is to take the advice of Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī: avyartha-
kālatvam. We should see that every moment of our lives is utilized for the rendering 

https://vedabase.io/en/library/bg/
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of devotional service and nothing else. This is the secure position for one wanting to 
return home, back to Godhead. 
 

 
श्रीभगवानुवाच 
असंशयं महाबाहो मनो दरु्निग्रहं चलम ्। 
अभ्यासेन तु कौन्तेय वैराग्येण च गहृ्यते ॥ ३५ ॥ 
 
śrī-bhagavān uvāca 

asaṁśayaṁ mahā-bāho mano durnigrahaṁ calam 

abhyāsena tu kaunteya vairāgyeṇa ca gṛhyate 

Bhagavad Gita: Canto 6, Text 35 
 
TRANSLATION : Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa said: O mighty-armed son of Kuntī, it is undoubtedly 
very difficult to curb the restless mind, but it is possible by suitable practice and by 
detachment. 
 
During this unprecedented times of global pandemic, distressing news every day and 
stay at home, our minds are growing restless each day. When there is no solace in 
the external world, one has no choice but to take shelter within. This verse gives us a 
primer on what to do when we are asked to stay put within the four walls. All of a 
sudden all our social engagements have minimized and our mind is restless, bewildered 
and on the brink of panic. By the practice of Krishna Consciousness, we can navigate 
these troubling times. By hearing and chanting about Krishna we can ensure that our 
time is devoted to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By offering food to Krishna, 
we will ensure that food is prepared cleanly and in hygienic manner. This is an 
opportune time for us to dig deep into the vast trove of spiritual treasure created for 
us by Srila Prabhupada. The more we associate with this knowledge, the more strength 
we will get to deal with the temporal events around us. In Science of Self-Realization 
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there is a conversation between freelance reporter Sandy Nixon and Srila Prabhupada 
which is very apt to the current situation.  
 
Ms. Nixon asks Srila Prabhupada – “Can one function better in society by becoming 
Kṛṣṇa conscious?” To that Srila Prabhupada replied –  
 
“Yes, you can see that my disciples are not drunkards or meat-eaters, and from a 
physiological point of view they are very clean – they’ll never be attacked by serious 
diseases. Actually, giving up meat-eating is not a question of Kṛṣṇa consciousness but 
of civilized human life. God has given human society so many things to eat – nice 
fruits, vegetables, grain, and first-class milk. From milk one can prepare hundreds of 
nutritious foods, but no one knows the art. Instead, people maintain big slaughterhouses 
and eat meat. They are not even civilized. When man is uncivilized, he kills poor 
animals and eats them. 
Civilized men know the art of preparing nutritious foods from milk. For instance, on our 
New Vrindavan farm in West Virginia, we make hundreds of first-class preparations 
from milk. Whenever visitors come, they are astonished that from milk such nice foods 
can be prepared. The blood of the cow is very nutritious, but civilized men utilize it in 
the form of milk. Milk is nothing but cow’s blood transformed. You can make milk into 
so many things – yogurt, curd, ghee [clarified butter], and so on – and by combining 
these milk products with grains, fruits, and vegetables, you can make hundreds of 
preparations. This is civilized life – not directly killing an animal and eating its flesh. 
The innocent cow is simply eating grass given by God and supplying milk, which you 
can live on. Do you think cutting the cow’s throat and eating its flesh is civilized?” 
 
When I was reading this, I could not help but kept pondering on Srila Prabhupada 
claim that my disciples will never be attacked by serious diseases. Within this 
conversation is the key to navigate the current situation with hope and without fear. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada – Hare Krishna. 
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By Ashmita Kalyanaraman 

This month in the teens class, we mainly focused on 
maintaining good relationships with our friends. We learnt 
that there are many ways to create a lasting friendship. 
Some of these ways are to have dinner at each other’s houses, give each other gifts, 
and reveal your deepest secrets to one another. The best way to know that you have 
a good friendship is to make sure that it is a give and take relationship. In this way, 
neither of the people will feel like they are giving up their time and sacrificing more 
than the other person. The friendship will be mutually beneficial. Satya Sara Prabhu 
told us a story about two girls who were walking when they spotted a bear. The first 
girl got scared and climbed the tree to hide, but this meant she abandoned her friend 
who didn’t know how to climb trees. Her friend was stuck on the ground as the bear 
was advancing. However, she remembered that bears will never eat dead things so as 
she played dead, the bear simply sniffed her and moved on. This worked, but it proved 
to her that the first girl who climbed onto the tree is not a true friend. Real friends will 
not abandon you in a moment of crisis.  

In another class, we covered a friendship in the Mahabharata. We learnt the story of 
Karna, the son of Kunti and the Sun God. Kunti had a boon which led to her receiving 
a child (Karna), but she was not ready for him yet so she released him in the water. 
A lowly worker in the village found him and raised him. This led Karna to believe that 
he was not a Kshatriya, but he had great talent in archery. He wanted to participate 
in the competition against Arjuna, but the Pandavas and many others stopped him 
because he was not a Kshatriya. However, Duryodhana wanted him to beat Arjuna so, 
he allowed him to participate. They became great friends and Karna tried to advice 
Duryodhana on many matters, but Duryodhana was not willing to take his advice. He 
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believed that he knew better and over a long period of time, Karna began to believe 
him. Duryodhana was changing Karna’s heart and making him do bad things, which he 
knows are wrong. An example of this is when Yudhishthira went to the castle to play 
a game of dice. The game was rigged by Shakuni in favor of the Kauravas which led 
to Yudhishthira losing everyone and everything he loved. One of these people was 
Draupadi. She was a slave to them and Karna suggested that they disrobe her in front 
of the whole court, which he knew was wrong. He only suggested this because of the 
need to fit in. He wanted to be accepted by Duryodhana. Moreover, Duryodhana was 
overjoyed by this suggestion which only made Karna feel as though he had done the 
right thing. The lesson here was that even though Duryodhana and Karna respected 
each other, Duryodhana was transforming Karna into a bad person.  

Lastly, we discussed how the corona virus was affecting each of us. Being quarantined 
to your house can be difficult and it helped to see that other people were going through 
similar things.  We talked about the things we do to keep busy and other things that 
we can do such as calling your friends, learning new things, finding new hobbies, etc. 
This is a good time to do all the things you’ve wanted to do, but never had time for.  

By Jishnu  

“Difficult times often bring out the best in people.”-- Bernie Sanders couldn’t have said 
it better. Despite the current situation, our teenage Sunday program is still continuing 
online through an online networking service, Zoom. But, why do we still conduct this 
program, even though we are not meeting in person? Why are we still trying to connect 
online? And, why do several students still participate in the digital teenage program 
amidst all this havoc and depredation? 

Recently in the latest Sunday teenage program, we have discussed the effects of 
COVID-19 on each of us, and several teenagers stated that they miss person XYZ or 
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being together in person. In this time of struggle, I have realized how much of a family 
and how connected we really are because one appreciates others the most only when 
we don’t have them. 

Throughout the past several months our teenagers have fostered deep relationships 
and have established a close-knit family within the teen Sunday school program led by 
Satya Sar Prabhu. But, recently the COVID-19 pandemic struck the world and for the 
safety of the temple, and the families who attend it, the temple canceled meetings in 
person. Despite having done so much to the world and economy, this mere virus 
wouldn’t stop us, teenagers, from choosing to associate with each other. We still discuss 
and laugh about topics online, we still share our thoughts on how current situations 
connect to what we learn in the Gita, and nothing has changed. Association is the 
interaction and exchange of emotions and thoughts, not the interaction between human 
bodies.  

 This virus may have the power to kill several people, shut down large events, and 
destroy the economy, but nothing can dispart our genuine connections and relationships 
within this second family of ours, even if it is ripping the world apart. 

 

 
10 Offenses to the Holy Name 
 
The month of March demonstrated how the association of 
devotees and hearing about the glories of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, can 
continue unabated. The Covid crisis forced us to not assemble at the temple, but 
technology allowed us to continue meeting online and fostering the association and 
hearing about Krsna. Jaya Subhadra Mataji and Guruvani Mataji, continued the 
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discussion on the 10 Offenses to the Holy Name. The key points from this discussion 
are captured below 

- The name of Krsna and Krsna are non-different. In this age of Kali, the holy 
name of the Lord, the Hare Krsna mahā-mantra, is the incarnation of Lord Krsna. 
Simply by chanting the holy name, one associates with the Lord directly. If 
anyone chants Lord Krsna’s name without offense, the holy name immediately 
liberates them 

- Chanting the holy name is the chief means of attaining love of Godhead. This 
chanting or devotional service does not depend on any paraphernalia, nor on 
one’s having taking birth in a good family 

- First offense – To blaspheme the devotees who have dedicated their lives for 
propagating the holy name of the Lord or Sadhu Ninda. The story of Ambarish 
Maharaj and Durvasa Muni conveys how the Lord does not forgive anyone who 
troubles His pure devotees. Ambarish Maharaj was a pure devotee of the Lord. 
When Durvasa Muni was visiting Ambarish Maharaj, Durvasa Muni took offense 
to Ambarish Maharaj breaking fast by sipping only water, without waiting for him. 
He generated a fiery demon to attack Ambarish Maharaj. Seeing this the Lord 
sent his Sudarshan Chakra to vanquish the demon and then approached Durvasa 
Muni. Durvasa Muni after failing to get protection from Lord Brahma, Lord Shiva, 
approached Lord Narayana. But Lord Narayana could not excuse a person who 
had offended a Vaisnava. Lord Narayana advised Durvasa Muni to ask for 
forgiveness from Ambarish Maharaj. As with Durvasa Muni, if one commits this 
offense, one should immediately seek forgiveness of the Vaishnava they have 
offended 

- Second Offense - To consider the names of the demigods like Lord Siva or Lord 
Brahma to be equal to, or independent of, the name Lord Visnu. The only remedy 
is to repent intensely and meditate on Lord Vishnu, Krsna, for by His 
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remembrance offenses are dissolved. Thereafter, one must meticulously avoid 
committing the same offense again. Remembrance of the Lord is the most 
effective penance. (Harinam Cintamani) 

- Third offense - To Disobey the orders of the Spiritual Master. The spiritual master 
is to be honored as much as the Supreme Lord, because he is the most 
confidential servitor of the Lord. This is acknowledged in all revealed scriptures 
and followed by authorities. Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is a bonafide representative of Shri 
Hari [Krsna]. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any 
advancement. Types of Guru – Diksha Guru (initiates and officiates connection to 
Parampara, gives spiritual name and mantra), Siksa Guru (gives instructions), 
Vartma Pradakshika Guru (the person who first gives us information to Spiritual 
life), Caitya Guru – Krsna as the Supersoul. Remedy - One should forsake sinful 
company, cast away the unauthorized scriptures and repentantly beg forgiveness 
at the feet of the Spiritual Master. 

- Fourth Offense – Sruti Sastra Ninda – To blaspheme the vedic literature or 
literature in pursuance of the vedic version. Some forms of this offense - accepting 
the rules and regulations w/o understanding the true meaning behind them, 
rejecting or not following the rules and regulations. Remedy – repent by glorifying 
the sruti, regularly worship the Srimad Bhagvatam and Vedas with great care.  

- Fifth Offense – Artha Vadah - To consider the chanting of the Holy Name as 
Imagination, To consider the glories of the Holy Name to be exaggerations. The 
Brahmanda Purana states that chanting of the Maha-mantra can purify even the 
most fallen sinner and after he becomes purified, he in turn is to be counted 
amongst the saintly persons who can purify others by his association. The 
chanting of the Hare Krishna Maha-mantra alone can actually give complete 
liberation from this material world. Every other activity is insignificant in 
comparison. One should go to an assembly of devotees and in their association, 
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hear with great attention about the Lord’s pastimes and qualities. One should 
present his doubts, desiring sincerely to obtain proper knowledge 

- Sixth Offense – Hari namani Kalpanam - To give some interpretation on the 
meanings of the Holy Name. The meaning and effect of the holy name should 
not be interpreted. Impossible to understand the Holy name with material logic. 
Remedy - One should with repentant heart, beg for forgiveness to the Holy name 
in an assembly of devotees and beg them to enlighten one about the true nature 
of the Holy Name! 

- Seventh Offense - To commit sinful activities on the strength of chanting the holy 
name of the Lord. It is understood that by chanting the holy names one is free 
from sinful reactions, but this does not mean that one should act sinfully on the 
strength of chanting.  

- Eight offense - To consider chanting of Hare Krsna one of the auspicious ritualistic 
activities offered in the Vedas as fruitive activities.  

- Ninth offense - To instruct a faithless person about the glories of the holy name. 
- Tenth offense - To not have complete faith in the chanting of the holy names 

and to maintain material attachments, even after understanding so many 
instructions on this matter. The idea is that by chanting the holy name without 
offense, one can obtain elevation to the liberated platform. On the liberated 
platform one is freed from all material attachment. Thus if one chants the holy 
names and still has material attachments, he must be committing some offense 
[from TLC 1: Teachings to Rupa Gosvami] 

 

http://prabhupadabooks.com/d.php?g=155639
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By Veena Mataji  
 

                                                
 

 
Gaura Purnima is a Vaishnava festival that celebrates the appearance of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who founded Gaudiya Vaishnavism. 
It occurs on the Purnima in the Hindu month Phalguna, usually falling in March or 
April.  
 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is the Supreme Person, Krishna Himself, appearing as His own 
devotee, to teach us that we can gain full enlightenment, simply by chanting the holy 
names of the Lord: Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare 
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Those who witnessed Mahaprabhu's 
pastimes saw Him dance and chant with ecstatic love for God, the likes of which had 
never been seen before. He encouraged everyone to follow this same process. He 
taught people that anyone—regardless of background or spiritual qualification—could 
develop an innate love of God and experience great spiritual pleasure by chanting the 
Hare Krishna mantra. 
 
This year we celebrated the  534th anniversary of his appearance on March 9, 2020. 
It was our very first celebration of Gaura Purnima in the temple. Lord Sri Chaitanya 
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Mahaprabhu has given us eight verses, called the Śikṣāṣṭakam. These eight verses 
clearly reveal His mission and precepts. A week before the Gaura Purnima, we started 
sharing verses from Śikṣāṣṭakam , photos of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and personal 
realizations that helped set the mood to celebrate this important festival.  
The day before Gaura Purnima, Paurnamasi mataji and Rasamayi LakshmiPriya dd 
mataji worked hard to make the altar incredibly gorgeous with fruits and flowers for the 
celebrations. Amruta Mataji made beautiful garlands for the deities. Gaura Purnima 
celebrations began on March 9th at 6:30 with Śikṣāṣṭakam prayers by Jishnu. Afterwards, 
we had Rekha mataji singing “Gay Gorachand Jiver Tare”. Next, Samanvitha sang “Sri 
Krishna Caitanya prabhu doya koro more”. Lastly, Harinamamrita Prabhu sang “Jaya 
Radha Madhava”. All the bhajans were melodious and they set the devotional mood to 
the celebration. Next we had wonderful Gaura Aarti. Latika Mataji and Gopal sang “Kiba 
Jaya Jaya Jayura Chander”. Paurnamasi mataji performed the Aarti. All the devotees 
sang together with the Kirtaneers with full of love, ecstasy and devotion to the Lord. 
After the aarti, once the audience settled down, Atma Maya Mataji told us the beautiful 
story of appearance of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. It was amazing to hear the 
wonderful past times of Mahaprabhu. Our Shiksha Guru Sri. Satya Sara Prabhu gave 
a class on Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Prabhu gave brief introduction on Srimad 
Bhagavatam and the pranam mantras. Then prabhu glorified Lord Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu and Nama Sankirtan Movement. He explained the importance of chanting 
in the age of Kaliyug. Prabhu made the atmosphere purely divine enlightening all our 
spirits. 
 
The next program was the kids performances. It began with Bhagavad Gita verse 
recitation of Chapter 12 by students of Rasamayi LaskshmiPriya dd mataji. The 
participants were Aditi,  Anikait,  Aaradhya M, Aaradhya , Harshini, Vanshika, Naina, 
Navya, Radhika and Ambica. Mataji teaches these students every week on Thursday 
from her apartment. Most of them came to our temple with their parents for the first 
time. It was amazing to see them recite the entire chapter with such confidence and 
grace. We then had the much-awaited event of the celebration – the skit. Guruvani 
Mataji was gracious enough to provide a skit which was powerful and glorified Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. The children of Sunday School performed this skit which was based on 
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the story of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Chand Kazi. Sevya narrated the story to the 
audience. Chaitanya played the role of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Jishnu was Chand Kazi, 
Driti was Srivas Pandit, Naina was Lord Nithyananda and Navya was the devotee. 
Vandhya and Gopal were the brahmans who complained to Chand Kazi about 
Sankirtana Movement. Vivaan and Aditi were soldiers of Chand Kazi. Samanvitha played 
the role of Lord Narasimha. The children were very well dressed according to their 
character. All of them were completely engrossed in their characters and did complete 
justice to the roles they played. Audience thoroughly enjoyed the skit and were awe 
with performance of the children.  Next was the Sunday school kids reciting Bhagavad 
Gita Chapter 15 verse. Sevya, Vandhya, Ananya, Samanvitha, Driti, Chaitanya, Gopal, 
Naina, Navya, and Vivaan recited the verse with complete confidence and enthusiam. 
Their teacher Guruvani Mataji did an excellent job in teaching the children these verses 
and imbibing spirituality in them. We then had Quiz Competition conducted by Sugopi 
Mataji. Mataji asked excellent questions related to Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and our 
acharyas. We had a few audio-visual questions as well to make it interactive. Audience 
participated with great enthusiasm. These questions increased our knowledge and 
devotion towards the lord. 
 
We then had Satya Rupa Gauranga Prabhu conduct “commitment to chanting” event. 
Prabhu asked devotees to commit that they will chant daily few rounds. It was a very 
encouraging atmosphere and many devotees signed up to chant daily. Lord Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu started the Sankirtana Movement and showed us the only yagna we need 
to do in Kaliyug is chanting of the holy name. On this auspicious day, the devotees 
who committed to chant will get special mercy of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.  
 
The celebration ended with sumptuous dinner prasadam prepared by our amazing 
devotees. It’s an amazing team led by Jaya Subhadra mataji. Prasadam was delicious 
and since we all were fasting, we were delighted to eat Krishna Prasadam. Last but 
not the least we had some devotees stay back late to clean up the temple and leave 
it spotless. It’s such a humbling experience to see how selflessly everyone serves the 
Lord. A special mention of Radha Damodar Prabhu for taking care of all the logistics 
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for the event and arranging the parking lot. Special events require extra effort to arrange 
for the parking space as we need additional space to accommodate all of them.  
 
Thus our first Gaura Purnima celebration in our temple came to an end leaving everyone 
filled with joy and devotion towards Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
PS: In case I missed out to mention any of the devotee’s name kindly forgive me. It 
was unintentional. 

Inspirational story of book distribution from https://www.iskconbookdistribution.com 
 
Maya gets the mercy 
Krishna Chandra Prabhu recalls: 
 
Very nice lady named Maya from Staten Island. Her father is Hindu and her mother is 
Catholic. When she was young she decided to follow Hinduism like her father and she 
really likes Ganesh and chants the Ganesh mantra to remove the obstacles in her life. 
I told her that her name is one of the names of Parvati the wife of Lord Shiva and 
the mother of Ganesh! She’s currently reading a book about Lord Vishnu and told me 
she loves to read spiritual books. At first she wanted a copy of the “Science of self 
realization” and gave $10 donation for it but then after speaking with her and seeing 
how sincere she is, I showed her the “Sapta” set. She said she’s familiar with the Gita 
and goes to Hindu temple in Queens regularly. She’s 8 months pregnant and told me 
that her baby (Melody) was kicking because of the music of the kirtan which means 
she likes it! She also showed me her meditation crystals. She told me that she works 
as a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) and specializes in giving out medication for people 
with disabilities. She took the “Sapta” set plus the extra copy of the “Science of self 
realization” to give to her father and I also gave her the 2020 BBT art calendar.  
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The details of the Book distribution done by our Sankirtan team for March are below. 
Thank you for the amazing service. (due to the restrictions of Covid the team was not 
able to pursue the usual distribution activities) 
 
Date Books Distributed 
03/01/2020 – 03/31/2020 

 
Science of Self Realization – 10 
Coming Back – 1 

 

 

• 04/02 – Ramanavami. Appearance of Lord Ramachandra. Online celebrations from 6:30 PM 

• 04/04 – Kamada Ekadashi  

(significance https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/kamada-ekadasi)  

Fast breaking time 04/05 – 7:15 AM – 8:57 AM 

• 04/18 – Varuthini Ekadashi  

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/varuthini-ekadasi) 

Fast breaking time 06:59 AM – 11:19 AM 

 

All programs conducted at the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin (during the Covid Outbreak, all classes 
will be conducted online) 

• Kids Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Teens Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 

• Bhakti Vriksha: 11:15 AM – 12:30 PM 

• Sunday Feast: 12:30 PM onwards 

 

https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/varuthini-ekadasi
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Feedback and Contact 
Amit Ghodke - amitrekker@gmail.com  &  Amruta Birar – amu.gracious@gmail.com 


