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Surrender to Succeed

 

What started as a congregation of 5 devotees seven 
years ago, slowly expanded as the desire to hear 
about Krishna and His teachings through the 
Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagvatam, spread like 
a wild-fire. After years of assembling at various 
devotees homes, by the mercy of Krishna and 
Vaisnavas, we found a humble abode, to serve the 
deities and teach the Vedic culture to everyone. 
Late September, the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin 
opened at 1003 Adventure Lane, Austin, TX. With 
programs like Sunday School for age groups 5-18, 
yoga classes and Sunday feast, the center caters to 
close to 70 devotees every week. Come experience 
the eternal joy of bhakti with us! 
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Srimad Bhagvatam: Canto 4, Ch. 23, Text 28 
 
TRANSLATION : Any person who engages himself within this material 
world in performing activities that necessitate great struggle, and who, after 
obtaining a human form of life—which is a chance to attain liberation from 
miseries—undertakes the difficult tasks of fruitive activities, must be 
considered to be cheated and envious of his own self. 
 
PURPORT : In this material world people are engaged in different activities 
simply to achieve a little success in sense gratification. The karmis are 
engaged in performing very difficult activities, and thus they open gigantic 
factories, build huge cities, make big scientific discoveries, etc. In other 
words, they are engaged in performing very costly sacrifices in order to be 
promoted to the higher planetary systems. Similarly, yogis are engaged in 
achieving a similar goal by accepting the tedious practices of mystic yoga. 
Jnanis are engaged in philosophical speculation in order to gain release 
from the clutches of material nature. In these ways everyone is engaged 
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in performing very difficult tasks simply for the gratification of the senses. 
All of these are considered to be engaged in sense gratificatory activities 
(or visaya) because they all demand some facility for material existence. 
Actually the results of such activities are temporary. As Krsna Himself 
proclaims in Bhagavad-gita (7.23), antavat tu phalam tesam: "The fruits [of 
those who worship the demigods] are limited and temporary." Thus the 
fruits of the activities of the yogis, karmis and jnanis are ephemeral. 
Moreover, Krsna says, tad bhavaty alpa-medhasam: "They are simply meant 
for men of small intelligence." The word visaya denotes sense gratification. 
The karmis flatly state that they want sense gratification. The yogis also 
want sense gratification, but they want it to a higher degree. It is their 
desire to show some miraculous results through the practice of yoga. Thus 
they strive very hard to achieve success in becoming smaller than the 
smallest or greater than the greatest, or in creating a planet like earth or, 
as scientists, by inventing so many wonderful machines. Similarly, the jnanis 

are also engaged in sense gratification, for they are simply interested in 
becoming one with the Supreme. Thus the aim of all these activities is 
sense gratification to a higher or a lower degree. The bhaktas, however, 
are not interested in sense gratificatory practices; they are simply satisfied 
to get an opportunity to serve the Lord. Although they are satisfied in any 
condition, there is nothing they cannot obtain, because they are purely 
engaged in the service of the Lord. 
 
The wives of the demigods condemn the performers of sense gratificatory 
activities as vancita, cheated. Those so engaged are actually killing 
themselves (atma-ha). As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.17):  

nr-deham adyam sulabham sudurlabham 
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plavam sukalpam guru-karnadharam 
mayanukulena nabhasvateritam 

puman bhavabdhim na taret sa atma-ha 
 
When one wants to cross a large ocean, he requires a strong boat. It is 
said that this human form of life is a good boat by which one can cross 
the ocean of nescience. In the human form of life one can obtain the 
guidance of a good navigator, the spiritual master. One also gets a 
favorable wind by the mercy of Krsna, and that wind is the instructions of 
Krsna. The human body is the boat, the instructions of Lord Krsna are the 
favorable winds, and the spiritual master is the navigator. The spiritual 
master knows well how to adjust the sails to catch the winds favorably 
and steer the boat to its destination. If, however, one does not take 
advantage of this opportunity, one wastes the human form of life. Wasting 
time and life in this way is the same as committing suicide. The word 
labdhvapavargyam is significant in this verse, because according to Jiva 
Gosvami, apavargyam, or the path of liberation, does not refer to merging 
into the impersonal Brahman but to salokyadi-siddhi, which means attaining 
the very planet where the Supreme Personality of Godhead resides. There 
are five kinds of liberation, and one is called sayujya-mukti, or merging into 
the existence of the Supreme, or the impersonal Brahman effulgence. 
However, since there is a chance of one's falling down again into the 
material sky from the Brahman effulgence, Srila Jiva Gosvami advises that 
in this human form of life one's only aim should be to go back home, back 
to Godhead. The words sa vancitah indicate that once a person has 
obtained the human form of life, he is actually cheated if he does not 
make preparations to go back home, back to Godhead. The position of all 
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nondevotees, who are not interested in going back to Godhead, is very 
much lamentable, for the human form of life is meant for executing 
devotional service and nothing else. 

 

 

Bhagavad Gita Chap 2. Text 15  
 
TRANSLATION: O best among men [Arjuna], the person who is not 
disturbed by happiness and distress and is steady in both is certainly 
eligible for liberation. 
 
War, corruption, hunger, fighting, rejection, acceptance, stuck in traffic, 
aggressive drivers, job loss, huge bonus and the list can go on. If one 
reads the news first thing in the morning, one can’t help but feel dejected 
and wonder if there is any news that is good news. Events that we 
experience with our material tools - body, mind, intellect are very limited 
in their experience and obviously temporary. To what extent can we eat 
our favorite food, or how long can we lament over an event that did not 
go according to our plans. Each one of us has experienced an event that 
has given us immense joy and immense pain. Yet here we are, either 
having totally forgotten that event and the associated pain or joy and ready 
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to experience the next wave of endless emotions and events, both trivial 
and magnanimous.  
 
This verse gives a beam of hope and establishes a sense of equanimity 
in a world full of dualities. It grounds one both in the times of extreme joy 
and painful sorrow. It serves as a beacon of a lighthouse when you are 
navigating the trivial struggles of the mind which are no less dangerous 
than rocky shores to a ship. And therein, also lies the true meaning of 
liberation where the only goal is on the eternal feeling of devotion and 
service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is the only constant in 
a complex equation where there are many variables. 
 
 

 

Our amazing Sunday School teachers Gurvani 
mataji, Jay Subhadra Mataji and Neha Mataji 
continue to do a wonderful service. Usually when the word school or class 
is mentioned to a kid, they want to run the opposite direction. But the 
Sunday School is something that the kids look forward to every week. The 
lessons imparted to this kids builds the foundation for them to become 
Krishna Conscious citizens of the future. This month the kids learnt the 
following important foundational lessons: 

• Knowledge of the creation of universe and the roles of Mahavishnu 
and Brahma 
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• How to please the Guru with service 
• How to approach material entanglements and removing it from roots, 

through the teachings of Chapter 15, Bhagavad Gita 
• Recital of Phal Shruti verse of Srimad Bhagavatam and why it comes 

in the beginning of Srimad Bhagavatam 

Our immediate next generation plays a vital role in both maintaining the 
energy and tempo of our weekly gatherings. It is humbling to see their 
dedication and commitment to their spiritual development in the world of 
intense gratification. Our sincere obeisance to our teachers Satya Sara Das 
and Jaya Subhadra Mataji for teaching them applied spirituality to learn 
essential life skills like time management, personality management, handling 
peer pressure. This month the class covered the following topics 

• What is courage zone and comfort zone? 
• Time management and the role of power of habits. Identification of 

time stealing activities 
• Differentiation between urgency and importance and classification of 

tasks 

Powering through the demands of our day to day 
lives exalts a severe tool. Waiting for Friday’s and 
dreading Monday’s has resulted in us straying from our original purpose of 
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human birth – practicing devotional service and returning home back to 
Godhead. Our sincere obeisance to Satya Sara Das and Jay Subhadra 
Mataji for guiding us through the teachings of Bhagwad Gita and Srimad 
Bhagvatam. This month Bhakti Vriksha enlightened us to the following 
aspects of Krishna Consciousness 

• Attaining of liberation by becoming free from dualities, engaging mind 
within, work for welfare of others, free from all sins 

• Conditional and Constitutional duties and its role on the path to 
liberation 

• Sadhana Bhakti and Regulative Principles 

• Kartik month and its significance 

 

Report by Jishnu Saani 
The Austin bhakti vrksa, led by Satya Sar Das Prabhu and by the grace 
of all devotees has become a huge success. At the moment we have a 
wonderful center and may devotees attending the Sunday morning 
program.  
 
Recently the Austin bhakti vrksa had a Janmashtami event in the AHT 
temple. This event took a lot of time to conduct, and as a result, had a 
great program. Amala Kirtan Das Prabhu sang a rocking kirtan, and so did 
many other devotees who attend the weekly program. At the end of the 
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kirtans was an inspiring lecture about Janmashtami by Rati Prabhu and 
lots of food. Lots of GOOD food.  
 
Starting off I would like to highlight the amount of effort and coordinating 
and planning. The preparation varied from the children who would sing 
every day for their kirtan slot, to the adults and teenagers who talked on 
the phone endlessly about scheduling, organizing prasadam, and shopping 
for decorations. The final result of all the preparation was a beautifully 
decorated podium for Radha Krishna, who was garlanded with amazing 
flowers and clothes. 
 
Secondly, were the kirtaneers, who sang very gracefully. Several children, 
teenagers, and even adults sang on the festival day. Not only did they 
sing kirtans to the maha-mantra, but also difficult bhajans. This part of the 
festival is a very inspiring moment because not only were the kirtans being 
sung in praise of the lord, but the people who sang them were very young, 
starting off their life with Krishna consciousness. Although all the kirtans 
were amazing, the greatest kirtan of the night, the kirtan everyone was 
anxious for, was Amala Kirtan Prabhu’s midnight kirtan. Amala Kirtan 
Prabhu’s kirtan was special, I felt like I truly connected with Krishna while 
I played mrdanga, it was I feeling that I felt for the first time ever. 
 
At last, I would like to mention the prasadam; everybody's favorite part! 
That day’s prasadam, I will never forget. The variety of food preparations 
which were made by the devotees, specifically the Mataji's, is very difficult 
to think of. I remember my mother describing how difficult it is to cook in 
such big amounts, she described how tired she would be at the end-
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completely exhausted. Just imagine, imagine having to cook for 100 people 
at once, imagine how many vegetables you would have to cut and the 
heat of food spread throughout the kitchen.  
 
Overall, this Janmashtami festival of 2019 was a fabulous experience, an 
experience that is kept as a never lost memory. I hope this is just the 
start for many other great festivals, and hopefully, this is where we will 
grow from. My vision for the Austin Bakti Vraksa is very big, and as the 
Texans say, go big, or go home-but, we are not going home, so we are 
going to grow big! All glories to Sri Radha Damodara, and Srila Prabhupad! 
All glories to all devotees! Hare Krishna!  
 
Your Servant 

Jishnu Saani 

Report by Akshaya Kannan 
 
This year’s Diwali festivals began on Sunday, October 27th welcoming our 
devotees with beautiful Rangolis at the entrance of Hare Krishna Temple 
of Austin! Starting the Diwali festival was a beautiful Kirtan and a 
presentation given by Sika Mataji. Explaining the origins and the 
connections with God during the festival of Diwali. Giving a sense of 
curiosity to the young generation, Sika and Rekha Mataji hinted a difficult 
quiz over the celebrations of Diwali soon to be asked later in the program.  
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Aarthi and Damodarastakam took place afterward, with Ananya and 
Poornamasi Mataji singing Aarthi bajan. For damodarastakam, every 
devotee took blessings and lit the ghee lamp. Then Rekha Mataji conducted 
the quiz about Diwali, Samanvitha and Gopal correctly answering as many 
questions as they can! Teaching the devotees more about the Diwali 
celebrations, Guruvani Mataji narrated the story of the beginning of the 
festival of lights, entertaining everyone with the mischievous acts of the 
Lord.  
 
Celebrations ended off with prasadam prayers from Driti, and a variety of 
food arrayed on the tables for everyone to enjoy. All the devotees sat in 
groups around the temple, communicating with joy how well the program 
went. Children sat in 
groups in the big room, while adults sat in the main hall, and children 
getting fed by their mothers and playing around. 
 
But soon was an unforgettable moment many would always remember. At 
the end of the celebration came an astonishing act as the little girl 
Samanvitha got trapped in one of the outside bathrooms. SathyaSara 
Prabhu attempting to unlock the door, but it had not opened.  Everyone 
petrified on how to unlock the automated code,  Radha Damodhara Prabhu 
hurried to get the master key to unlock the unwilling and stubborn door. 
The highlight of this incident is the little girl Samanvitha’s courage and 
patience to stay calm until the door had been opened with the master key. 
It is definitely a trait that was very important to have during a situation like 
this, and Samanvitha had portrayed it very well preventing this incident 
from being much worse. As the night went onwards, many of the children 
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and teens were laughing and rejoicing their memories while lighting 
fireworks that sparked the night. Lighting small and big fireworks, and 
popping firecrackers on the floor, it was a night that was full of absolute 
fun and enjoyment! 
 
On the upcoming day, there was a Kirtan sung by Supriya Mataji, and 
another wonderful narration by Gurwani Mataji finishing their story on the 
celebrations of Diwali. Also, adolescents and children had a curiosity on a 
question that was asked by 
Sathya Sara Prabhu the previous day, “Who is the sister of Krishna?”, in 
which response had a difficult answer that many adults had not even 
known. It was Nanda Gopi.  As the day went on, there was Aarthi done 
to a wonderful cake done by a group of Matajis, depicting the scenery and 
the mountain (Sri Govardhan) that was held up by Lord Krishna for 7 
consecutive days. Finally, the Diwali celebrations ended with prasadam and 
cake, rejoicing another year of the Festival of Lights. 
 

• 11/08 – Uthanna Ekadashi 

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/utthana-ekadasi ) 

Break fast 11/09 – 06:51 AM – 10:27 AM

• 11/22 – Utpanna Ekadashi 

(significance - https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/utpanna-ekadasi ) 

Break fast 11/23 – 07:03 AM – 10:32 AM 

 

 

 

https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/utthana-ekadasi)
https://iskcondesiretree.com/page/utpanna-ekadasi
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• Kids Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 
• Teens Vedic Class: 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 
• Bhakti Vriksha: 11:15 AM – 12:30 PM 
• Sunday Feast: 12:30 PM onwards 
• All programs conducted at the Hare Krishna Temple of Austin 
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Feedback and Contact 
Amit Ghodke | amitrekker@gmail.com 
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